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British Museum Top Ten 
Treasures 2003

A Bit of Bling for Christmas 2021

Mold Gold Cape Room 51
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Rillaton and Ringlemere Cups Room 51

Snettisham Gold Torcc 70 BC
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Vindolanda Tablets C2nd AD
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(Address on the back of the tablet) To Sulpicia Lepidina, wife of Flavius Cerialis, from Severa.

(in a scribeôs hand) Claudia Severa to her friend Lepidina, greetings. On the third day before the 

Ides of September, sister, I cordially invite you to be sure to come to us for the day of the 

celebration of my birthday; if you came the day would bring me greater pleasure because of your 

presence.

Please give my greetings to your [husband] Cerialis. My [husband] Aelius and my little son send 

greetings. (Added in her own hand) I shall expect you sister; farewell sister, my dearest soul, as I 

hope to keep well; and hail.

The Great Dish from the Mildenhall Treasure, British Museum
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Hercules on the Mildenhall Great Dish

Hercules wrestling Antaeus from the Hoxne Treasure

Satyr and Maenad

Pan and Maenad

Mildenhall bowl with pastoral scenes and giant heads
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Silver bowl with cover from Mildenhall with centaurs and giant heads

Mildenhall ladle and spoons

Hoxne Hoard c 410 
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Constantine III
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Bracelets including Lady Juliana
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Pepper pot from the Hoxne hoard c 410 thought to depict St Helena, 
mother of Constantine the first Christian emperor
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Room 41 Early Mediaeval Europe 
ςSutton Hoo Ship Burial
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Sutton Hoo 1968 excavations

Mrs Pretty and friends 
watching the 
excavations
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Sutton Hoo 1939 excavations

Sutton Hoo ship 1939

Gokstadship buried 
887 (250 years after 
Sutton Hoo), 
discovered 1880

{ǳǘǘƻƴ Iƻƻ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ LƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōǳǊƛŀƭ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊ

Sutton Hoo Helmet

Detail of the two beasts
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Swedish helmets from VendelUpplandC7th

Warrior plates from Sutton Hoo 
helmet above and from Öland
Sweden C6th

Sutton Hoo shield and detail 
ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ hŘƛƴΩǎ ōƛǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
Gotland harness C7th Sweden

Sutton Hoo dragon 
from shield

Dragon from 
Sweden C8th

Sutton Hoo shoulder clasp inlaid in Sri Lankan (?) garnet and Frankish 
millifioreglass
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Detail of Shoulder clasp showing intertwined boars

tǳǊǎŜ ƭƛŘ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛƻƴΩǎ 5Ŝƴ όΚύ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōŜŀǎǘǎ

Gold buckle brooch 
and secret box with 
interlace
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Dummy buckle on belt decoration showing gold engraving under the 
garnet

Sutton Hoo whetstone sceptre
Sutton Hoo in the British Museum in 1990 showing drinking 
vessel and lyre

Sutton Hoo silverware from 
Constantinople

Celtic hanging bowl with 
detail of enamel and fish 
inside
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Cuerdale Hoard
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Room 42 Later Mediaeval Europe 
ςThe Lewis Chess Sets

A Selection
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