Roman Marriage
Like many things about Rome, because of the vast time span of over a thousand years, marriage changed over that period.  In the days of the kingdom (753-509 BC) and the early Republic Roman law allowed for three types of marriage.
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Confarreatio.  This was symbolized by the sharing of bread and was always used by the Patrician class, the small class of wealthy landowners who made up most of the Senate.  Such ceremonies were rare and were presided over by a major priest such as the Flamen Dialis or Pontifex Maximus with 10 witnesses.  A sacred torch was lit for Ceres and sacrifices were made to the household gods.  The husband would also host a dinner party the following day.
2. Coemptio. This was by purchase and was used by the Plebeian class.
3. Usus.  This was habitual cohabitation and was also used by the Plebeian class.  In this the woman could avoid her husband’s control over her by being absent from the home for three consecutive nights once a year.
By the early Republic a fourth type of marriage had become common for Patricians:
4. Manus. This meant the bride passed from the hand of her father to the hand of her husband.  Women were under the power (potestas) of one or the other.
By the time of the late Republic, the era of Julius Caesar, Manus had largely been abandoned in favour of a fifth type of marriage:
5. Free marriage.  Under this the wife remained under her father’s potestas and her husabnd had limited rights over her.  She retained her own property and so was often a marriage between social equals.  Gifts between spouses were viewed as loans and if they divorced they could reclaim any gifts.
In the later Empire Free marriage became common for soldier-citizens and non-citizens as well with permission.  When the Roman Empire became Christian in the C4th AD there does not appear to have been any significant change to this type of marriage.
Augustus’s Reforms
When Octavian became emperor as Augustus in 27 BC he was concerned about the state of the family in the Roman world.  The birth rate in Rome was lower than the death rate.  About a third of children died in infancy and half failed to reach their 10th birthday.  The population of about a million was sustained by migration from the other parts of the Empire.  Augustus was keen to raise the birthrate among the citizens and encourage family life especially in the Patrician and wealthy Plebeian families.  Augustus and Livia set themselves up as the ideal family.  Between them they had three children (his daughter Julia and her two sons Tiberius and Drusus) and their extended family lived in the palace in a fairly austere fashion to try and persuade others to do so by example.  Augustus passed laws to ensure that young widows remarried and all married couples had children.  Adultery became a crime punishable by exile.  All men between 25 and 60 and women from 20 to 50 were required to marry and have children and could be fined if they did not. This fine, issued as a tax, was means tested so hurt the wealthy citizens more. Those who already had 3 children (4 for freed men and women) were exempt from this tax. The laws were deeply unpopular and Augustus had to modify them.  They fell into disuse and later emperors repealed them. By the time of Constantine in the C4th women were no longer forced to marry.  Augustus also decreed that if a citizen married a freed woman their children could be citizens.  This increased the number of citizens in Rome.
