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The Life and Times of King George I A Brief History of Germany

• 800 Charlemagne crowned Holy Roman Emperor on Christmas Day

• 843 Charlemagne’s grandsons divide his empire in the Treaty of 
Verdun and East Francia is formed

• 919 Imperial Diet elected Henry the Fowler as the first King of the 
Germans

• 962 Otto I founds the First Reich

• 1002 first election of a Holy Roman Emperor, Henry II

• 1256 Richard of Cornwall elected King of Germany by 4 of the 7 
Electors

• 1410 Last disputed election for Emperor

• 1440 Frederick III Habsburg elected, the subsequent Emperors were 
Habsburgs till 1740

Henry the Lion duke of Saxony 1142-
1180 and Bavaria 1157-1180 and 
Matilda of England daughter of 
Henry II and Eleanor of Aquitaine.  
Their son William of Winchester 
born in exile in 1184 was the 
ancestor of the Dukes of Brunswick-
Lüneburg
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The Seven Electors from the Codex Balduini Trevirensis c 1340

Archbishops of Cologne, Mainz & Trier, Count Palatine, Duke of Saxony, Margrave of Brandenburg & King of Bohemia

The Imperial Diet in 1675 at Regensburg 
where it met from 1663 till its dissolution in 
1806. From 1489 there were Three Colleges:

The 7 Electors (8 since 1648) on the dais by 
the Emperor

The Imperial Princes – 130 Secular on the 
Left, 35 Ecclesiastical on the Right

Representatives of the 61 Imperial Cities in 
the Centre

Numbers based on 1708 list

William duke of Brunswick-
Lüneburg 1559-1592, father of five 
sons who each succeeded him in 
turn

Frederick Ulrich duke of Brunswick-
Lüneburg, one time suitor of Elizabeth 
Stuart, on whose death in 1634 his 
Principality of Calenberg was given to 
Georg, youngest son of Duke William

Georg youngest son of Duke William who 
inherited Calenberg in 1635 and moved his capital 
to Hanover in 1636 building the palace of Leine

Hanover by Matthäus Merian, 1654
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Leineschloss by Wilhelm Kretshmer c 1825
Leineschloss

Leineschloss Hall c 1930

Holy Roman Empire in c 1600
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Christian Ludwig eldest of five sons of Duke Georg, ruled Calenberg 1641-1648, then 
Lüneburg 1648 to his death without children in 1665

Georg Wilhelm second son of Duke Georg ruled Calenberg 1648-1665 then Lüneburg from 
1665 to his death in 1705 when it was inherited by his nephew Georg Ludwig (George I)

Éléonore Marie Desmier d'Olbreuse, 
Countess of Wilhelmsburg from 
1674, mistress (from 1664) and wife 
(from 1676) of Duke Georg Wilhelm, 
mother (in 1666) of Sophia 
Dorothea, wife of George I 
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Plate with the arms of Duke Georg Wilhelm, Dutch Delft c 1685, British Museum
Johann Friedrich third son of Duke Georg, Duke of Brunswick-Lüneburg ruled 
Calenberg 1665 to death in 1679 succeeded by Ernest Augustus

Thaler from Brunswick-Lüneburg after death of Johann Friedrich 1679 Wilhelmina Amelia daughter of Johann 
Friedrich and Benedicta, wife of Emperor 
Joseph I

Benedicta Henrietta daughter of Edward 
Prince Palatine (son of Elizabeth Stuart) wife 
of Johann Friedrich

Emperor Joseph I reigned 1705-1711 son-in-law of 
Johann Friedrich 

Charlotte Felicitas 1671-1710 daughter of Johann Friedrich, duchess of Modena
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Sophie Amalie daughter 
of Duke Georg and 
Queen of Denmark 

Sophie Amelie and her husband King Frederik III of Denmark

Ernest Augustus father of George I
Ernest Augustus by Jean Michelin and Jacob Ferdinand Voet c 1670 

Ernest Augustus’s mistress,  Countess Clara 
Elisabeth von Platen mother of Sophia von 
Kielmannsegge

Palazzo Foscari in Venice where Ernest 
Augustus stayed each opera season
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Miniatures of King James and Queen Anne of Denmark 1595 by Vanson, Scottish 
National Portrait Gallery

The Stuart Dynasty: on the left Charles as Prince of Wales with his dead brother, mother and 
sisters behind him, King James on the throne, on the right Elizabeth with her husband 
Frederick and seven of their children (Rupert is under his mother’s hand)

King Charles and Queen Henrietta Maria 1636 by Hoskins after Van Dyck, Alnwick Castle

King Charles and Queen 
Henrietta Maria with Princes 
Charles and James
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Princess Mary, Prince James, Prince Charles, Princess Elizabeth and Prince Henry 1637 by Van Dyck Charles II by John Michael Wright

The Duke and Duchess of York 1668-70 by Sir Peter Lely with their two daughters Mary and 
Anne added by Benedetto Gennari II c. 1680, Royal Collection

Mary of Modena and James Francis Edward 1690 by Benedetto Gennari

James Francis Edward Stuart and his 
sister Louisa by Nicolas de Largillière
1695

James Francis Edward Stuart by 
Francois de Troy SNPG

43 44

45 46

47 48



23/12/2020

9

Prince James Francis Edward Stuart by 
Alexis Simon Belle c. 1712

Princess Louisa by Alexis Simon 
Belle 1704

Princess Louisa by François de 
Troy c 1705

Henrietta Anne with her husband 
Philippe duc d’Orleans

Princess Henrietta Anne as 
Duchess of Orleans by Mignard

William III
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William III

William and Mary on the ceiling of the 
Painted Hall at the Naval College 
Greenwich by James Thornhill

Queen Anne and George of Denmark

Prince William duke of Gloucester 1701 Act of Settlement
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Act of Settlement 1701 being presented to the Electress Sophia with her son

Queen Anne

Queen Anne by John Closterman
Baron Johann Caspar von Bothmer
George's representative in England in 
Anne's reign

Cartoon of the Earl of Oxford as Puppet 
Master managing the accession of George

Frederick and Elizabeth, King and Queen of Bohemia
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Carl Louis with his 
tutor 1631 by Lievens

Henry Frederick and Carl Louis by Van Dyck

Elisabeth 1636
Rupert 1631-2 by Van Dyck, Vienna

Rupert by van Honthorst c. 1641-2, 
National Portrait Gallery Rupert after Lely, Queens House 
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Rupert Rupert by Dwight wearing the 
Order of the Garter, British 
Museum

Maurice Luise Hollandine

Edward

Henriette Marie studio of Van 
Honthorst
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Sophia

Sophia painted by her sister 
Luis Hollandine c 1644

Sophia by Gerard Honthorst

Electress Sophia by Jean Michelin c 1670

Electress Sophia attr Noel III Jouvenet c 1690
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Mausoleum at Herrenhausen where George was reburied in 1945
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Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz by 
Bernhard Christoph Francke.  
Leibniz was librarian at Hanover 
from 1676 and became a friend of 
Sophia and her daughter.  Ernest 
Augustus commissioned a family 
history in 1682 which he never 
finished.

George in 1680

William Howard Lord Stafford whose execution in 
1680 George witnessed After Johann Leonhard Hirschmann 1706

Dutch Print

Statue in Hanover by 
Carl Rangenier

Sceptre of Hanover

George’s brother Maximilian Wilhelm 1666-
1726

George’s brother Ernest Augustus 1674-
1728, regent of Hanover and Duke of York
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Ernest Augustus

Electress Sophia with her daughter

George’s sister Sophie Charlotte 1668-1705 queen of Prussia
George’s brother-in-law from 1684 King 
Frederick I of Prussia

His son King Frederick William I 
who married George I’s daughter 

Sophia Dorothea of Celle George’s wife Sophia Dorothea with her children Count Philipp von Königsmarck
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Celle Ahlden

Melusine von der Schulenburg
Albert Wolfgang von Lipp Schaumburg 
husband fo Melusina‘s daughter

Duchess of Kendal’s Coat of Arms
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Sophia Charlotte von Kielmansegg, Countess of Darlington George I’s daughter Sophia Dorothea Queen of Prussia

Queen Sophia with Augustus of Poland

Frederick Louis 1707-1708 Friederike 1709-1758
Friederike with her brother Frederick II 1712-1786
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Frederica 1714-1784 Luisa 1720-1782
Augustus William 1722-1758 Ferdinand 1730-1813

Anna Amelia 1723-1787Henry 1726-1802

George Hunting at Gohrde in 1725 with his brother, grandson, son-in-law and others
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