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William Shakespeare 
Anonymous C17th portrait

SHAKESPEARE AND 
THE CLASSICAL WORLD

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Theseus fightin an Amazon with Pirithous and Phorbas dinos 440-430 BC, British Museum

Theseus and Pirithous abducting 
Antiope, Louvre

Centauromachy from the 
Parthenon, British Museum

Theseus from the Amazonomachy on the Mausoleum, British Museum
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Sir Joseph Noel Paton 
Oberon and the 
Mermaid 1883
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Nereid possibly Thetis, British Museum

Midas in the Underworld

Ovid’s Epistles in Mediaeval Manuscript 
with Judgement of Midas

Illustration for a chronicle by 
Barthelemy van Eyck c 1440

Apollo with Marsyas, Pan and Midas by Melchior Meier 1581

Judgement of Midas by Tiepolo 1616
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Fotis sees Lucius transformed into an ass by Nicolai Abildgaard in 1809 illustrating 
Apuleius’s Golden Ass written in C2nd AD based on a lost Greek story, first English 
Translation by William Adlington 1566 Pyramus and Thisbe Roman mosaic from Paphos House of Dionysus

Pyramus and Thisbe Roman 
Fresco Pompeii

Woodcut illustration to Boccaccio’s Pyramus and Thisbe 1473

Caxton’s Ovid Metamorphoses 1480

Pyramus and Thisbe on an ivory casket
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Maiolica Plates c 1550

Embriachi Wedding Casket c 1400

Pyramus and Thisbe by Lucas Cranach

Pyramus and Thisbe by Nicolas Poussin

Illustrated Ovid 1606
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William Waterhouse 
Thisbe 1909

Cadmus and the Dragon, Louvre

Cadmus and the 
Dragon, Louvre

Two Followers of Cadmus devoured by a Dragon by Cornelis van Harlem, National Gallery
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Richard Dadd Titania Sleeping 1841 Dr William Sterling
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Richard Dadd Contradiction, Oberon and Titania 1858
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Sir Joshua Reynolds Two Versions of Puck 1789
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George Romney 
Tom Hayley as 
Robin Goodfellow
1792
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George Romney Titania, Puck and the Changeling 1793 Dr William Sterling
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Henry Fuseli Two Versions of Puck 1810s
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Thomas Woolner Puck 1847 Dr William Sterling
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William Etty
Titania and the Fairies 
c 1830
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William Etty Titania c 1830 Dr William Sterling
www.williamsterling.co.uk

Robert Huskisson The Midsummer Night’s Fairies 1847
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Sir Joseph Noel Paton The Quarrel Between Oberon and Titania 1850
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Sir Joseph Noel Paton The Reconciliation of Oberon and Titania 1847
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Henry Fuseli 
Titania and 
Bottom 1789
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Henry Fuseli Titania and Bottom 1790
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Henry Fuseli Titania Awakening 1789 Dr William Sterling
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Sir Edwin Landseer Titania and Bottom 1848

Folger Shakespeare Library Washington DC Dr William Sterling
www.williamsterling.co.uk

Arthur Rackham 
Bottom 1908
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Daniel Maclise
The Disenchantment 
of Bottom 1832

Dr William Sterling
www.williamsterling.co.uk

William Blake Oberon, Titania, Puck and Fairies Dancing 1786
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Washington Allston 
Hermia and Helena 1818
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John Simmons Scene from Midsummer Night’s Dream 1873
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John Simmons 
Hermia and Lysander 
1870
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Robert Smirke
Lysander Declaring his 
Passion for Helena 1825
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William Heath Robinson Illustrated Midsummer Night’s Dream 1914
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Gilbert Bayes Characters From Shakespeare on 
Saville Theatre Shaftesbury Avenue (now Odeon Cinema) 1931
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