Philo of Byzantium

“Everyone has heard of each of the Seven Wonders of the World, but few have seen all of them for themselves. To do so one has to go abroad to Persia, cross the Euphrates river, travel to Egypt, spend some time among the Elians in Greece, go to Halicarnassus in Caria, sail to Rhodes, and see Ephesus in Ionia. Only if you travel the world and get worn out by the effort of the journey will the desire to see all the Wonders of the World be satisfied, and by that time you will be old and practically dead.

Because of this, education can perform a remarkable and valuable task: it removes the necessity to travel, displays the beautiful and amazing things in one’s very own home, and allows one to see those things with one’s mind if not with one’s eyes.  If a man goes to the different locations, sees them once and goes away, he immediately forgets: the details of the works are not recalled, and memories of the individual features fail. But if a man investigates in verbal form the things to wonder at and the execution of their construction, and if he contemplates, as though looking at a mirror image, the whole skilful work, he keeps the impression of each picture indelible in his mind.  The reason for this is that he has seen amazing things with his mind.

What I say will be shown to be reliable if my words make a clear description of each of the Seven Wonders and persuade the listener to acknowledge that he has got an idea of the spectacle. Of course, only the Seven Wonders are commonly described as praiseworthy, in so far as other sights can be seen just as much as these, but the admiration provoked for the Seven Wonders and for other sights is different. For beauty, like the sun, makes it impossible to see other things when it is itself radiant”

1. Hanging Gardens of Babylon “The roots of trees above form a roof over the ground...The masterpiece is luxurious and regal and it breaks the laws of nature to hang the work of cultivation over the head of spectators...”

2. Pyramids in Memphis [Giza]“Mountains have been built on mountains...”

3. Statue of Zeus in Elis [Olympia] by Phidias “Those were the good old days for Greece! ...When she had an artist who was a creator of immortality unmatched by any that later ages produced.”

4. Colossus of Rhodes “At the expense of five hundred bronze talents and three hundred silver talents, he made his god equal to the god... on the world he set a second Helios facing the first.”

5. Walls of Babylon “The farmers outside the wall are as foreigners to those people living within...”

6. Temple of Artemis [Diana] at Ephesus “Whoever looks [upon the temple] will be convinced that a change of place has occurred: that the heavenly world of immortality has been placed on earth...”

7. Mausoleum of Halicarnassus
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