The Trojan War

Before

Legends

Troy

Troy is in the peninsula called the Troad in North West Turkey (Anatolia) next to the Dardanelles (or the Hellespont), the narrow straight joining the Aegean and the Sea of Marmara which leads to the Bosphorus (the site of Istanbul) which leads into the Black Sea.  The Dardanelles are named after the city of Dardania which lies on the coast to the north of Troy.  According to Greek mythology (Homer in the Iliad 20:215 ff) it was older than Troy and named after its first king Dardanus who reigned for 65 years.  

He was succeeded by his son Erichthonius who reigned peacefully for 46 years.  He had a son by Astyoche called Tros who was first king of the Trojans and gave his name to Troy.  He married Callirhoe daughter of the River God Scamander who later fought for the Trojans in the war.  They had three sons and a daughter: Ilus, Assaracus, Ganymede and Cleopatra.  

Ilus succeeded as king of the Trojans and built Troy which was also called Ilios after him.  Assaracus succeeded as king of Dardania and was succeeded by his son Capys who married his cousin Themiste, daughter of Ilus.  Their son was Anchises the father of Aeneas by the goddess Aphrodite.  Ganymede (Homer Iliad 20:233) was abducted by Zeus from Mount Ida in the form of an eagle to be his cupbearer thus supplanting Hera’s daughter Hebe which turned Hera against the Trojans.  Zeus compensated Tros with two divine horses and the knowledge that his son would be immortal. He also became the constellation Aquarius.

Ilus won the wrestling prize at games held by the King of Phrygia and won fifty youths and maidens as his prize. On the advice of an oracle the king gave him a cow and asked him to found a city where it should lie down.  Ilus prayed to Zeus for a sign and he sent the Palladium from heaven before his tent.  Ilus was blinded for looking at the image but regained his sight after making offerings to Athena. Ilus preferred his new city to Dardania and on their father's death gave Dardania to his brother Assaracus splitting the Trojans into two kingdoms. Ilus married either Eurydice or Leucippe and was succeeded by his son Laomedon. His daughter, Themiste married Capys.

Laomedon had 2 or 3 wives and a large family including his son Priam who would eventually succeed.  One of his daughters was Hesione.  As punishment for disobeying him Zeus sent Apollo and Poseidon to serve Laomedon and they worked for him, Poseidon building new walls for the city for him whilst Apollo tended his flocks.  At the end of their service Laomedon refused payment so Apollo sent a pestilence and Poseidon a sea monster to attack Troy.  Laomedon had to sacrifice maidens to appease the sea monster and the time came for him to sacrifice his own daughter Hesione.  Heracles came to her rescue killing the monster but Laomedon refused the agreed payment of the divine horses given to Tros.  In revenge Heracles invaded Troy with a squadron of 6 ships killing Laomedon and all his sons except Podarces/Priam.  He gave Hesione to his companion Telamon king of Salamis in gratitude for setting up an altar in his name allowing her to take any companions and she asked for her brother whom Heracles ransomed for Hesione’s golden veil insisting he should be her slave but later allowed to become king.  Telamon and Hesione’s son Teucer, half-brother of Ajax, played a role in the war as a great archer and protector of his brother’s body after his suicide.  Many years later Priam sent Antenor and Anchises to Greece to bring her back to Troy without success.  A second expedition was sent under Aeneas and Paris but Paris was side-tracked by Helen.  Priam accepted Helen in lieu of Hesione.

Priam had many wives and concubines, at least 50 sons and many daughters.  His eldest son by his second wife, Hecuba, was Hector.  Other sons include Paris/Alexander, Helenus, Troilus and Deiphobus.  Daughters include Cassandra, Creusa wife of Aeneas, and Polyxena.  Just before Paris’s birth Hecuba dreamed she was going to give birth to a flaming torch which Aesacus the seer, son of Priam by his first wife, Arisbe, interpreted as the burning of Troy.  When he was born Aesacus prophesised that a Trojan prince born that day would have to be sacrificed to save Troy.  Priam and Hecuba could not bear to kill him so Priam sent him with his chief herdsman Agelaus to be killed.  He took him to Mount Ida and exposed him where he was suckled by a bear.  9 days later Agelaus returned to retrieve the corpse but found him still alive so took him to rear giving Priam and dog’s tongue as proof of the child’s death.  He was given the name Alexander, protector of men, when as a child he defeated a group of cattle rustlers.  He fell in love with the nymph Oenone and married her.  They had a son Corythus but Paris had abandoned Oenone by then and did not know him.  According to one story he guided the Greeks to Troy in revenge.  According to another he went to Troy and tried to seduce Helen for which Paris killed him not realising he had killed his own son.  Oenone had told Paris she had the gift of healing so when Philoctetes wounded him he returned to her but she refused to heal him. When he died she felt remorse and threw herself on his funeral pyre.

To amuse himself Paris pitted Agelaus’s bulls against each other and found one always won.  He challenged other herdsmen to pit their prize bulls against his and beat them all until Ares disguised himself as a bull and beat it.  Paris gave him the golden crown he had offered and this made Hermes realise he would be a good judge for the golden apple contest.

Greece

Mycenae had been founded by Perseus who was also king of Tiryns.  He was succeeded by two sons and a grandson, Eurystheus, for whom Heracles performed his 12 labours.  When he attacked the children of Heracles in Athens he was killed along with his sons.  In his absence he had left the twins Atreus and Thyestes (subject of the play by Seneca 62 AD) as regents and on his death they took over as kings.  They were the sons of Pelops and Hippodamia but had been expelled from Pisa/Olympia when they murdered their half-brother Chrysippus.  Atreus discovered a golden lamb which he should have sacrificed to Artemis but gave to his wife Aerope to hide. She persuaded Atreus to agree that whoever had the golden lamb should be king but she had given it to her over, Thyestes.  Thyestes took the throne and said he would keep it until the sun went backwards.  Zeus accomplished this for Atreus who banished his brother.  To punish him for his adultery he killed and cooked Thyestes sons and served them up to him taunting him with their heads and hands.  

Thyestes was forced into exile for eating human flesh and asked an oracle how to get revenge.  He was told to have a son by his own daughter Pelopia but she was so ashamed she exposed her son Aegisthus who was suckled by a goat and found by a shepherd and given to Atreus to bring up as his own son.  Once Aegisthus was grown up Thyestes was captured at Delphi by Atreus’s sons Agamemnon and Menelaus.  Atreus sent Aegisthus to kill Thyestes but the sword he was carrying was the one Thyestes had given Pelopia and she had given to Aegisthus so he recognised it and revealed the truth to his son.  Aegisthus asked his mother for confirmation and she used the sword to commit suicide. Aegisthus killed Atreus and restored his father to the throne driving Agamemnon and Menelaus into exile.

Atreus’s daughter Anaxibia married Strophius king of Phocis and had a son Pylades who became friends with his cousin Orestes when he took refuge at Strophius’s court.  Agamemnon and Menelaus went to Sparta where King Tyndareus took them in after spending time with King Polyphides of Sicyon and King Oeneus of Calydon.  He later helped them to overthrow Thyestes who went into exile in Cytheria where he died.

Sparta was traditionally founded by King Lacedaemon who named the territory after himself and the city after his wife.  Tyndareus was the 7th king, great-great-grandson of Lacedaemon.  He married Leda but on the same night that they had sex Zeus appeared to her as a swan and also impregnated her.  The result was Leda laid 2 eggs from which emerged two sets of twins (or quadruplets).  Accounts differ but generally it is said that Castor and Polydeuces emerged from one and Helen and Clytemnestra from the other.  Castor and Clytemnestra were Tyndareus’s and so mortal whilst Polydeuces and Helen were Zeus’s.  Leda and Tyndareus had three more daughters.  Castor and Polydeuces were also known as the Dioscuri.  After Castor’s death Polydeuces asked Zeus if they could share his immortality spending equal time in Hades and on Olympus and Zeus turned them into the constellation of the Gemini.  Both were expert horsemen and hunters and Helen describes Polydeuces as a boxer in the Iliad.  He takes part in a boxing match as one of the Argonauts and they also help Jason to destroy Iolcus.  Helen was abducted by Theseus and they invaded Attica to rescue her and took Theseus’s mother Aethra hostage to Sparta in revenge where she became Helen’s slave going to Troy with her.  When Troy fell she was freed by her grandsons Demophon and Acamas (sons of Theseus and Phaedra) who fought on the Greek side even though Acamas had an affair with Laodice, Priam’s most beautiful daughter when he went to Troy with Diomedes before the war to ask for Helen’s return.

Castor and Polydeuces were notorious for abducting the sisters Phoebe and Hilaeira, daughters of Leucippus even though they were engaged to the brothers’ cousins Lynceus and Idas (sons of Tyndareus’s brother Aphareus).  All four had been Argonauts and took part in cattle rustling together but became rivals.  During Paris’s visit to Sparta Menelaus was in Crete and Castor and Polydeuces took the opportunity to leave the feast to steal their cousins’ cattle.  Lynceus and Idas left for home leaving Helen unguarded.  Lynceus saw Castor hiding in a tree and attacked and mortally wounded him.  Polydeuces then killed Lynceus but before Idas could kill him Zeus intervened and killed Idas with a thunderbolt.

Whilst Agamemnon and Menelaus were in exile in Sparta Agamemnon married Clytemnestra and Menelaus Helen.  According to some sources Clytemnestra had already been married and Agamemnon killed her first husband in order to marry her. She and Agamemnon had one son Orestes and three daughters Iphigenia, Electra and Chrysothemis.

There were many suitors for Helen (up to 45) due to her beauty including Odysseus, Ajax, Patroclus, Diomedes, King Menestheus of Athens and King Idomeneus of Crete.  Tyndareus refused all the gifts they offered but did not want to offend any of them.  Odysseus offered to solve the problem in return for Tyndareus’s niece Penelope (daughter of his brother Icarius).  Odysseus persuaded all the suitors to abide by the decision and to defend the chosen husband in any quarrel.  The suitor was chosen by lot using straws.  Menelaus won and he became king of Sparta when Tyndareus abdicated after he sacrificed a horse to underline the importance of the oath.  Menelaus and Helen had a daughter Hermione who was originally engaged to Orestes but married Neoptolemus. When Menelaus attended the funeral of his maternal grandfather Catreus in Crete Helen eloped with Paris.

There are several versions of the birth of Helen but generally agree she was the daughter of Zeus born from and egg which Pausanias saw when he visited Sparta in the C2nd AD.  She was a prize from her youth and when Theseus and Pirithous decided as sons of gods they should seek out daughters of Zeus as wives Theseus chose Helen then aged 7 or 10 whilst Pirithous chose Persephone.  Helen was captured and left with Aethra but when they tried to abduct Persephone Hades trapped them.  Heracles eventually released Theseus but Pirithous remained in the Underworld.

Meanwhile on the island of Aegina Peleus son of King Aeacus was unaware of the awful fate that was about to happen.  The most beautiful of the Nereids (the 50 daughters of Nereus and Doris), Thetis, was courted by Zeus and Poseidon until they were told by Themis (or Prometheus or Calchas) that she would have a son greater than his father.  Zeus decreed that she should marry Peleus which she was not happy about.  He was the brother of Telamon and both had accompanied Heracles in his expedition against the Amazons, had taken part in the Calydonian Boar Hunt and had been Argonauts with Jason. Peleus’s first wife had committed suicide when she thought he had been unfaithful.  The sea god Proteus advised Peleus to catch her whilst sleeping and hang tight whatever she turned herself into.  She changed herself into a flame, water, a lioness and a serpent but he hung on and she at last consented.  They were married on Mount Pelion by the cave of Chiron (the civilised centaur who helped rescue him from wild centaurs) with Apollo playing his lyre and the Muses singing.  Poseidon gave Peleus 2 immortal horse Balius and Xanthus which Achilles would later use in the war.  Chiron gave Peleus him a special ashen spear polished by Athena with a blade fashioned by Hephaestus which Achilles also used. Aphrodite gave Peleus a bowl with an embossed Eros, Hera a chlamys (cloak) and Athena a flute.  Nereus, his father-in-law gave him a basket of divine salt and Zeus gave the couple the wings of Arce (the secondary rainbow who sided with the Titans and so was deprived of her wings by Zeus) which Thetis later gave to Achilles. Finally, the goddess of discord, Eris, who had not been invited, sent a golden apple “for the fairest.”  Three guests, Hera, Athena and Aphrodite quarrelled over it and asked Hermes to mediate.  He passed the job on to Paris whom each goddess tried to bribe with power, wisdom and the most beautiful woman in the world, Helen.  Aphrodite’s bribe was the most tempting and the wheels were set in motion.

Peleus and Thetis had 7 sons and Thetis wanted them to be immortal so tried to burn the mortal part out of them, killing the first six.  Achilles survived either when Peleus intervened or because she anointed him with ambrosia by day and burnt him by night and she dipped him into the River Styx or Lethe holding him by one heel which was the only part not protected.  Peleus sent Achilles to Chiron on Mount Pelion to be educated.  He taught him archery and spear throwing among other talents.  Chiron was the son of Cronos and the Oceanid Philyra (most centaurs were the sons of Ixion and Nephele the cloud imitating Hera whom Ixion had tried to rape).  He was noted for his skill in medicine, music, archery, hunting, gymnastics and prophecy which he passed on to Apollo and several mortal youths including Ajax, Aeneas, Peleus, Actaeon, Theseus, Heracles, Jason and Telamon.

When Thetis heard that war was imminent she tried to hide Achilles by sending him to King Lycomedes of Scyros disguised as a girl.  Whilst there Achilles fell in love with Lycomedes daughter Deidamia who bore him a son Neoptolemus who was brought up by his grandfather.  Achilles disguise was discovered by Odysseus who had been told by Calchas that Troy could not fall without Achilles.  He raised the alarm saying they were under attack and Achilles instinctively ran for his weapons and armour.  In another version Odysseus is a peddler of women’s trinkets and hid weapons amongst them.  The girls were interested only in the trinkets but Achilles went for the weapons.  Once he had given himself away his mother persuaded Hephaestus to make his shield and armour.

Once the Greeks had agreed to go to war they had a false start when they landed in Asia Minor and thinking they had found Troy attacked it.  Unfortunately it was Mysia or Teuthrania ruled by Telephus, son of Heracles and Auge, who had arrived there from Greece by accident when he and his mother were set adrift in a crate or when she was sold as a slave having violated her position as a virginal priestess of Athena.  Telephus had married an Amazon, Hiera, so the Amazons fought with him. Achilles wounded Telephus but it would not heal.  An oracle told him it could only be healed by the man who caused it.  The Greeks had returned to Greece so Telephus had to go and find Achilles and found him in Argos.  Achilles agreed to heal it on condition that Telephus guided them to Troy.  According to Euripides’s lost play Telephus found Achilles at Aulis waiting for the wind.  When Achilles refused help Telephus took Orestes hostage.  Odysseus scraped pieces of the spear onto the wound and it was healed.

After the false start the Greeks reassembled at Aulis.  Whilst waiting for the wind Agamemnon and Menelaus went hunting and Agamemnon killed a deer not realising it was in a grove sacred to Artemis.  Calchas told him to get the favour of the goddess and obtain a favourable wind he had to sacrifice his own daughter Iphigenia.  Agamemnon persuaded Clytemnestra to bring her to Aulis on the pretext that she was to marry Achilles.  He sacrificed her to the goddess and a favourable wind arrived but Clytemnestra never forgave her husband.  In another version Artemis took pity on Iphigenia and at the last moment replaced her by a deer and spirited her off to Tauris in the Crimea to become her priestess.  She is later visited by Orestes and Pylades.

Telephus (lost play by Euripides)
When the Greeks first assembled at Aulis and left for the Trojan War, they accidentally found themselves in Mysia, where they were opposed by some fellow Achaeans. Myth provides explanations for this confrontation in assuming that their king Telephus was married to Laodice, the daughter of King Priam. Moreover, Paris and Helen had stopped in Mysia on their way to Troy, and had asked Telephus to fight off the Achaeans should they come. In another version of the myth, as depicted on the interior frieze of the Pergamon Altar, Telephus was married to the Amazon Hiera. She brought a force of Amazons to the aid of Pergamum, but was herself killed in the battle. In the battle Achilles wounded Telephus, who killed Thersander the King of Thebes. This explains why in the Iliad there is no Theban King.
The wound would not heal and Telephus consulted the oracle of Delphi about it. The oracle responded in a mysterious way that "he that wounded shall heal". Telephus convinced Achilles to heal his wound in return for showing the Achaeans the way to Troy, thus resolving the conflict.
According to reports about Euripides' lost play Telephus, he went to Aulis pretending to be a beggar; there he asked Clytemnestra, the wife of Agamemnon, what he should do to be healed. She had three reasons to help him: she was related to Heracles; Heracles fought a war that made her father King of Sparta; and she was angry at her husband. Some versions say that Telephus promised to marry Clytemnestra in return for her aid. Although he did not marry Clytemnestra, she helped him by telling him to kidnap her only son Orestes, and to threaten to kill Orestes if Achilles would not heal Telephus's wound.
When Telephus threatened the young child, Achilles refused, claiming to have no cathartic knowledge. Odysseus, however, reasoned that the spear that had inflicted the wound must be able to heal it. Pieces of the spear were scraped off onto the wound, and Telephus healed. This is an example of sympathetic magic. Afterwards Telephus guided the Achaeans to Troy. The Achaeans asked Telephus to join them. However, he declined their offer, claiming that he was the son-in-law of King Priam through his wife Laodice. Telephus was one of the men that competed in the games when Paris won, and was also one of those that subsequently threatened to kill Paris. Laodice was beautiful and was extremely faithful to her husband Telephus. But Telephus had a child by her aunt Astyoche, despite the fact that Astyoche was twice his age. A later interpolation asserts that with Argiope he had Roma, who gave her name to Rome.
Telephus led his Mysian forces towards Troy in order to help his father-in-law King Priam. Telephus's son Eurypylus was supposed to succeed to the Mysian throne, but Achilles's son Neoptolemus killed Eurypylus at Troy. Telephus assured the Trojans that the Wooden Horse was not a threat, and convinced them to let the horse into Troy. Laodice accompanied Telephus and Eurypylus to Troy, although Telephus did not fight. Laodice sneaked into Acamas's bed and she committed adultery. At the fall of Troy, Laodice was sucked into a chasm in the Earth. 
As they set foot in Asia Minor, Helicaon forced Laodice to marry him and was going to drown Eurypylus, six-year-old son of Telephus and Laodice, in Xanthos's Lake. However, Telephus returned just in time to save his wife and son. Telephus decapitated Helicaon and had the latter's face engraved on all Mysian shields with an expression of terror and fear in his eyes. Yet other versions say that Laodice had married Helicaon. When Telephus came she tricked him into believing that the cattle handed down to him by his father Heracles had been stolen by Helicoan, and that she would exact revenge on behalf of Telephus if he would marry her. And so at night she stabbed Helicoan and afterwards married Telephus, which explains why she was punished by being sucked up into a hellish chasm in the earth.
Telephus met and fought with Achilles's son Neoptolemus, who had killed his own son Eurypylus. Neoptolemus gave Telephus a serious blow in the very same place that Achilles had, a wound which had never truly healed. Telephus fled back to Athens where the Heraclids were, and became General and Leader of the Heraclids a few years before the death of his grandmother Alcmene. He was the one who was there when she died. 
When Telephus heard that the Trojan princess he had truly loved – Cassandra - was left alive after the fall of Troy, he went crazy and made an attack on Arcadia and Ithaca. However, he was defeated in a fight with Telemachus, the son of Odysseus. During that time Telephus killed many; his death toll included his own grandfather Aleus (father of his mother Auge), as well as his uncles, the sons of Aleus. Before they died, he told them: I am the son of Auge.
After that period Telephus traveled to Rhodes, where he met with Polyxo and Helen. Helen told him of all that had happened after the fall of Troy. He impregnated Helen but she was soon after killed by Polyxo, and so she died along with her unborn child by Telephus. Telephus consequently plucked out his eyes and fled from Rhodes to Gibraltar; there he climbed to the top of the Pillars of Hercules, where he died of grief. His last words were Father, take my soul. It was said by Pausanias that Telephus's father Heracles took his son's soul up to Olympos. There, Telephus became Heracles's squire. Another version has it that Telephus went to the Island of the Blessed, Elysian Fields, after his death.
Iphigenia in Aulis (Euripides)
[bookmark: _GoBack]At the start of the play, Agamemnon has second thoughts about going through with the sacrifice and sends a second message to his wife, telling her to ignore the first. Clytemnestra never receives it, however, because it is intercepted by Menelaus, Agamemnon's brother, who is enraged that he should have changed his mind.  To Menelaus, this is not only a personal blow (for it is his wife, Helen, with whom the Trojan prince Paris ran off, whose retrieval is the main pretext for the war); it may also lead to mutiny and the downfall of the Greek leaders should the rank and file discover the prophecy and realise that their general has put his family above their pride as soldiers.  The brothers debate the matter and, eventually, each seemingly changes the other's mind: Agamemnon is now ready to carry out the sacrifice, but Menelaus is apparently convinced that it would be better to disband the Greek army than to have his niece killed. By this time, Clytemnestra is already on her way to Aulis with Iphigenia and her baby brother Orestes, making the decision of how to proceed all the more difficult.  Iphigenia is thrilled at the prospect of marrying one of the great heroes of the Greek army, but she, her mother and the ostensible groom-to-be soon discover the truth. Achilles is furious at having been used as a prop in Agamemnon's plan and vows to defend Iphigenia—initially more for the purposes of his own honour than to save the innocent girl.  Clytemnestra and Iphigenia try in vain to persuade Agamemnon to change his mind, but the general believes that he has no choice. As Achilles prepares to defend the young woman by force, she has a sudden change of heart, deciding that the heroic thing to do would be to let herself be sacrificed. She is led off to die, with her mother Clytemnestra so distraught as to presage Orestes' matricide.

Archaeology

Troy

Dating the Trojan War is the first thing to decide historically.  Herodotus writing in the C5th BC thought it started about 1250 BC but Duris of Samos (who was active c 300 BC) put it as early as 1334 BC.  The Parian Chronicle, written in 264 BC, dated its start to 1218/7 BC.  Using the total eclipse mentioned by Homer modern astronomers have dated it to 1198 BC but Eratosthenes, writing in Alexandria in the late C3rd BC dated it to 1194 BC.  Examination of Hittite documents, particularly letters, make reference to several conflicts that could refer to the Trojan War and imply there were several wars which fits with the myths.  The earliest is the Assuwan revolt c 1430-20 BC, next is an attack by and unnamed enemy c 1280 BC, a conflict between the Hittites and the Greeks over Troy sometime between 1267 and 1237 BC, and then another attack c 1237-1209.

Troy was first excavated by Heinrich Schliemann on the advice of the English archaeologist Frank Calvert.  Calvert was the American representative in Turkey and fascinated by the idea that the Greek and Roman city of New Ilion/Ilium could have been built on the same site as the old city of Ilion/Ilium which had been abandoned for up to 200 years.  He had no money to excavate but had made enough finds to intrigue Schliemann who did have enough money.  Schliemann had made a fortune in America not always legally.  Born in 1822 in Germany Schliemann later claimed it was a present of an engraving of Aeneas given by his father in 1829 when he was 7 that sparked his imagination.  He made his first fortune in the Crimea selling tea, coffee, sugar and indigo and then went to America and made another in the Californian Gold Rush of 1851-2 buying gold dust.  He left California with a profit of $2m but probably with the law on his tail.  In 1869 he was in New York applying for American citizenship and bribing witnesses to help him obtain it.  He also applied to divorce his first wife who was back in Germany, again through bribery.  In September he arrived in Athens and married Sophia and in 1870 he started to dig at Hissarlik where Calvert had persuaded him he would find Troy.  His third season in 1872 saw him dig the huge trench across the middle of the site which has since made him notorious.  He discovered several cities one on top of the other but was convinced he had to dig to the bottom to find Priam’s.  When he got to what is now called Troy II he found a small but well-built city and a magnificent treasure which he smuggled out of the site before his workers knew what he had found.  He was convinced he had found Homer’s Troy but it is now known to be from c 2300 BC, a thousand years too early.  It does prove that the site was ancient and would have been famous round the Aegean.

Greece

It was also Schliemann who proved that Mycenae had been the major city of the Greeks.  He started excavating at the site which was already known in 1876.  He uncovered five large grave shafts and found copious amounts of gold in them including masks over the kings buried there.  He jumped to the conclusion that these were the graves of Agamemnon and his family.  It is now known they are 2-300 years too early but again it proves that there was a great civilisation there before the Trojan War.  When Arthur Evans excavated Knossos some 10 years after Schliemann’s death he thought he had disproved Homer as Knossos was a superior civilisation and the tablets he found with Linear B script on them suggested to him they were not Greek but written in the language of Crete which he called Minoan.  All attempts to translate these failed until a few years after Evans’s death when an amateur philologist Michael Ventris proved that Linear B was in fact an early form of Greek (1952). The American Carl Blegen had found another cache of tablets at Pylos in the 1930s and once these were translated it was clear that the Mycenaeans had been the dominant culture of the late Bronze Age right up to the Great Collapse that happened all over the Eastern 

The Course of the War

False Start from The Cypria

Greeks attack Mysia in mistake for Troy.  Achilles wounds King Telephus (son of Heracles and Auge).  The Amazons fight on the side of Mysia as Telephus is married to one, Hiera, but she is killed in the fighting.  Telephus killed King Thersander of Thebes, son of Polynices, son of Oedipus and Jocasta. The fleet was scattered by a storm and Achilles was stranded on Scyros again marrying Deidamia and healing Telephus.

After the fleet set sail from Aulis a second time it reached Tenedos where Philoctetes was bitten by a snake and left to die by the rest of the army.  Having been Heracles’s companion he was left Heracles’s weapons which later become important to the war.  His story was the subject of the play by Sophocles.

Landing on the Beach

Protesilaos, son of Iphiclus, son of Phylacos and king of the Phylaceans, was the first casualty of the war being the first to land from the ships and the first killed by the Trojan defenders but not until he had killed four Trojans.  He was killed by Hector (or possibly Aeneas or someone else).  His brother Podarces joined the war in his place.  His widow Laodamia went into deep mourning and put up a bronze statue of him which her father destroyed and she committed suicide by leaping into the flames melting the statue.  His tomb became a cult centre.  A poem was written in the C1st AD by Antiphius of Byzentium

Thessalian Protesilaos, a long age shall sing your praises,
Of the destined dead at Troy the first;
Your tomb with thick-foliaged elms they covered,
The nymphs, across the water from hated Ilion.
Trees full of anger; and whenever that wall they see,
Of Troy, the leaves in their upper crown wither and fall.
So great in the heroes was the bitterness then, some of which still
Remembers, hostile, in the soulless upper branches.

Achilles killed Cycnus son of Poseidon (in Ovid) and the Trojans are driven back.  The Greeks sent an embassy to Priam asking for Helen back but he refused so they attacked the city without success and so ravaged the surrounding countryside.

The Last Year of the War

Before the start of the Iliad a meeting is arranged between Achilles and Helen by Aphrodite and Thetis after which Achilles persuades the Greeks not to return to Greece but to carry on fighting.  He then attacked the cattle of Aeneas, sacked several neighbouring cities and killed Troilus (as in Chaucer and Shakepseare).  Patroclus carried off another of Priam’s sons, Lycaon, to Lemnos and sold him as a slave.  Among the spoils Achilles is given Briseis and Agamemnon Chryseis.  Achilles had several victories referred to later in the Iliad such as the capture of Tenedos island off the coast.

Odysseus plotted to kill Palamedes whom Agamemnon had sent to Ithaca to bring him to the war.  On that occasion Odysseus had feigned madness by ploughing salt into his fields but Palamedes tricked him by placing his infant son Telemachus in front of the plough and Odysseus stopped.  According to Ovid when Palamedes argued in favour of abandoning the war Odysseus hid gold in his tent and then revealed it accusing Palamedes of taking a bribe form Priam.  He was stoned to death by Odysseus and Diomedes.  Alternatively he was drowned on a fishing trip or tricked down a well and then had rocks dropped on him.

The Iliad

Book I

After an invocation to the Muses, the Iliad starts with the quarrel between Agamemnon and Achilles.  The priest of Apollo Chryses pleaded with Agamemnon for the return of his daughter Chryseis.  When he refuses Chryses asked Apollo for help and he brought down a plague on the Greek camp.  After 9 days Achilles persuades the leaders to pressurize Agamemnon to give in.  In compensation Agamemnon demanded Briseis and Achilles refused to fight.  Odysseus took Chryses back to her father and the plague abated.  Achilles asked his mother to persuade Zeus to allow the Trojans to take the advantage to teach Agamemnon a lesson. Zeus and Hera discussed the matter on Mount Olympus.

Book II

Zeus made Agamemnon dream to persuade him to restart the fighting. After feigning withdrawal Agamemnon allows Odysseus to encourage the Greeks to carry on fighting. He killed Thersites, a common soldier show had expressed discontent. As the armies deployed Homer described the forces in the Catalogue of Ships and Catalogue of Trojans and Allies.

Book III

Books III to VII describe the first day of fighting.

In a truce, Paris challenged Menelaus and they met in single combat for Helen, while she and King Priam watched from the city and she described the commanders to Priam. Aphrodite rescued the over-matched Paris, yet Menelaus was the victor. Paris is taken to Helen’s room where their relationship is tested.

Book IV 

After a quarrel on Mount Olympus, the Greek-favouring Athena provoked a Trojan Pandarus to break the truce by wounding Menelaus with an arrow.  Agamemnon made a speech and sent for the physician Machaon.  He berated the leaders and Odysseus and Sthenelus object until Diomedes checked Sthenelus and the battle started with great slaughter.

Book V

In his aristeia (battle supremacy), Diomedes, aided by Athena, wounded by Pandarus, killed Pandarus, wounded Aeneas and Aphrodite who had come to rescue her son (Aeneas), gave him to Apollo to heal, and fled to Mount Olympus to be comforted by her mother Dione.) Ares joined the battle on the Trojan side and was joined by Aeneas who had been cured. Athena and Hera joined to help the Greeks and Athena helped Diomedes to wound Ares who also returned to Olympus to be cured.

Book VI

Glaucus and Diomedes do not fight each other, and swap armour – bronze for gold, after Glaucus related the story of Bellerophon who had been a friend of Diomedes’s grandfather.  In Troy Hector bade farewell to his wife, Andromache, and their son, Astyanax. He also spoke to Paris to encourage him to fight.

Book VII 

Hector and Ajax fought, Hector was wounded but when night came on they stopped and exchanged presents. The pause allowed both sides to bury or cremate the dead, and the Greeks to build a wall and trench round their ships. Paris offered restitution but not Helen. 

Book VIII 

Zeus forbade the gods to interfere further and the fighting started again with an even fight till midday.  Zeus then inclined the scales of victory in favour of the Trojans who chased the Greeks within their wall. Hera and Athena set out to help the Trojans but are stopped when Zeus sent Iris to turn them back, but later promised Hera that she shall have her way in the end.  Again night brought an end to the fighting before Hector could triumph and the Trojans camped on the plain to stop the Greeks sailing off in the night. 

Book IX 

Books IX and X are at night.

The “Embassy to Achilles”: Agamemnon sent Odysseus, Ajax, and Phoenix to Achilles for help but he spurned the offered honours and riches which included Briseis and the hand of one of Agamemnon’s daughters. He conceded he might fight if Hector himself were at his tent.

Book X 

The “Doloneia”: Diomedes and Odysseus went on a spying mission and came across the Trojan spy Dolon.  They promised him his life for information and although he gave up the information they killed him.  Using his information they raided the Thracian camp killing King Rhesus and stealing his horses. 

Book XI 

Books XI to XV related the battle going in favour of the Trojans again.
The battle resumed. In the morning the fight was equal but Agamemnon turned the fortune of the day towards the Greeks until he was wounded and left the field. Hector drove everything before him till he was wounded by Diomedes who in turn was wounded by Paris and left the field. Odysseus, who was also wounded, Nestor and Idomeneus performed great deeds but Machaon was wounded. Nestor drove him in his chariot back to the camp and was seen by Achilles who sent Patroclus to ask who it was that was wounded. Nestor made a long speech to Patroclus about his youth including reference to fighting the Siamese Twins the Molione, trying to persuade the Myrmidons to resume fighting. 

Book XII 

Polydamas saw an eagle with a snake in its talons and predicted it as a bad omen to Hector who ignored him. Led by Hector on foot as the trench was too difficult for chariots, the Trojans and their allies breached the Greek camp walls. Having not sought divine permission for the wall it had been weakened by Poseidon and Apollo diverting the rivers from Mount Ida and Zeus making it rain for 9 days.  Despite the efforts of Ajax and Teucer the Greeks were overwhelmed and Hector led the charge through the gate.  

Book XIII 

Contravening Zeus’s order, Poseidon rallied the Greeks. In the guise of Calchas he spurred on the two Ajaxes and in the guise of Thoas, Idomeneus.  The Greeks kept the Trojans at bay until Hector rallied them and brought them to the ships. Again Polydamas warned Hector about Achilles but was ignored.

Book XIV 
Nestor, Agamemnon, Diomedes and Odysseus heard the fight and Agamemnon proposed the Greeks should sail home but was rebuked by Odysseus and Diomedes. With the “Deception of Zeus”, Hera, aided by Aphrodite and Hypnos beguiled her husband sending him to sleep and helped Poseidon assist the Greeks to repel the Trojans. Hector was wounded by Ajax and had to leave the battle. 
Book XV 

The Trojans retreat stopped beyond the trench back at their chariots.  Zeus awoke and was enraged by Hera’s deception and rebuked her reminding her that the Greeks will take Troy.  He stopped Poseidon helping the Greeks and told Apollo to heal and rouse Hector to set the Greek ships on fire. The Trojans again reach the ships despite the Greek efforts.  Hector fought Ajax again, this time at the ships, but neither could beat the other off.

Book XVI 

Books XVI and XVII constitute the “Patrocleia.”

Fire was thrown on the ship of Protesilaus, and Patroclus could stand it no longer begging Achilles to let him defend the ships. He said "But you have been impracticable Achilles . . . at least send me out speedily". Achilles replied "put my renowned armour on your shoulders and lead out the battle-loving Myrmidons to fight". He told him not to pursue the Trojans so as not to take any of his glory.  Patroclus arrived just as the Trojans were setting light to the ships and proceeded to repel them but disobeyed and pursued them to the gates of Troy killing Zeus’s son Sarpedon but he was set upon by Apollo and killed by Euphorbus and Hector. 

Book XVII 

Hector stripped Patroclus of Achilles’s armour but there was fighting round his body. Menelaus and the Greeks recovered Patroclus’s corpse. 

Book XVIII 

Achilles was mad with grief over Patroclus and sought to avenge his death by killing Hector. Thetis was sad as she knew Achilles was fated to die young if he killed Hector.  Achilles was urged to help retrieve Patroclus’s body but he did not have any armour.  Athena made him magnificent as he raged by the Greek wall. The Trojans were amazed by his appearance which allowed the Greeks to recover Patroclus. Polydamas again advised Hector to leve but he refused. Night fell and Patroclus was mourned. Thetis visited Hephaestus to obtain new armour to be made for Achilles. Hephaestus forges a new “Shield of Achilles”. 

Book XIX 

Achilles was reconciled with Agamemnon who gave him all the promised gifts including Briseis but he was unmoved.  Achilles fasted whilst the Greeks ate and put on the armour which Hephaestus had made him. His horse Xanthos prophesised to him that he was going to die but he got in his chariot to go and fight.

Book XX 

The gods held a council, Zeus lifted the ban on helping them and they determined to watch the fight from the hill Callicolone and the barrow of Heracles. Achilles raged into the fight killing many and fought Aeneas until interrupted by Poseidon who saved Aeneas. 

Book XXI 

Achilles routed the Trojans cutting half off at the River Scamander filling it with blood and bodies at which the river itself fought him until beaten off by Hephaestus’s firestorm.  The gods fought among themselves and Apollo led Achilles astray pretending to be a Trojan allowing the gates to open to let the Trojans in. Only Hector remained outside despite the advice of Polydamas and the pleas of his parents Priam and Hecuba.

Book XXII 

Even Hector is finally frightened by Achilles who chased him round the walls until Athena tricked him into stopping.  After a brief fight Achilles killed Hector stabbing him in the neck but not before Hector reminds Achilles he is fated to die as well. Achilles dragged the corpse round the city and to the Greek camp.

Book XXIII 

Patroclus’s ghost appeared to Achilles urging him to bury his body. The funeral and funeral games were celebrated for Patroclus with Achilles awarding prizes. Twelve Trojan youths were burned with the corpse. 

Book XXIV 

Zeus determined that Priam should have his sons’s body.  Led by Hermes King Priam led a wagon from Troy and secretly entered the Greek camp, begging Achilles on his knees for Hector’s corpse.  Achilles was moved to tears and both lamented their losses.  After a meal Priam took Hector’s body back to Troy for burial. At Hector’s funeral pyre, Helen and Andromache commented upon the war. 
Rhesus (Euripides?)
In the middle of the night Trojan guards on the lookout for suspicious enemy activity sight bright fires in the Greek camp. They promptly inform Hector, who almost issues a general call to arms before Aeneas makes him see how ill-advised this would be. Their best bet, Aeneas argues, would be to send someone to spy on the Greek camp and see what the enemy is up to. Dolon volunteers to spy on the Greeks in exchange for Achilles's horses when the war is won. Hector accepts the deal and sends him out. Dolon leaves wearing the skin of a wolf, and plans on deceiving the Greeks by walking on all fours. Rhesus, the neighboring king of Thrace, arrives to assist the Trojans soon after Dolon sets out. Hector berates him for coming so many years late, but decides better late than never. Rhesus says he intended on coming in the beginning, but was sidetracked defending his own land from an attack by Scythians.
Meanwhile, on their way into the Trojan encampment, Odysseus and Diomedes run into Dolon and kill him. When they reach the encampment with the intention of killing Hector, Athena guides them to Rhesus' sleeping quarters instead, pointing out that they are not destined to kill Hector. Diomedes slays Rhesus and others while Odysseus takes his prized horses before making their escape. Rumors spread from Rhesus' men that it was an inside job, and that Hector was responsible. Hector arrives to cast blame on the sentinels for, due to the sly tactics, the guilty party could only be Odysseus. The mother of Rhesus, one of the nine muses, then arrives and lays blame on all those responsible: Odysseus, Diomedes, and Athena. She also announces the imminent resurrection of Rhesus, who will become immortal but will be sent to live in an underground cave.
This short play is most notable in comparison with the Iliad. The part with Dolon is pushed to the background, and much more is revealed about Rhesus and the reactions to his murder by the Trojans.
Ajax (Sophocles)

The entire plot of Ajax (Greek Aias mastigophoros) is constructed around Ajax, the mighty hero of the Trojan War whose pride drives him to treachery and finally to his own ruin and suicide some two-thirds of the way through the play.  Ajax is deeply offended at the award of the prize of valour (the dead Achilles' armour) not to himself but to Odysseus.  Ajax thereupon attempts to assassinate Odysseus and the contest's judges, the Greek commanders Agamemnon and Menelaus, but is frustrated by the intervention of the goddess Athena.  He cannot bear his humiliation and throws himself on his own sword.  Agamemnon and Menelaus order that Ajax' corpse be left unburied as punishment.  But the wise Odysseus persuades the commanders to relent and grant Ajax an honourable burial.  In the end Odysseus is the only person who seems truly aware of the changeability of human fortune.

Philoctetes (Sophocles)

In Philoctetes (Greek Philoktetes) the Greeks on their way to Troy have cast away the play's main character, Philoctetes, on the desert island of Lemnos because he has a loathsome and incurable ulcer on his foot.  But the Greeks have discovered that they cannot win victory over Troy without Philoctetes and his wonderful bow, which formerly belonged to Heracles.  The crafty Odysseus is given the task of fetching Philoctetes by any means possible.  Odysseus knows that the resentful Philoctetes will kill him if he can, so he uses the young and impressionable soldier Neoptolemus, son of the dead Achilles, as his agent.  Neoptolemus is thus caught between the devious manipulations of Odysseus and the unsuspecting integrity of Philoctetes, who is ready to do anything rather than help the Greeks who abandoned him.  For much of the play Neoptolemus sticks to Odysseus' policy of deceit, despite his better nature, but eventually he renounces duplicity to join in friendship with Philoctetes.  A supernatural appearance by Heracles then convinces Philoctetes to go to Troy to both win victory and be healed of his disease.


Aethiopis, 5 books attributed to Arctinus - the arrival of the Trojan allies, Penthesileia the Amazon and Memnon; their deaths at Achilles's hands in revenge for the death of Antilochus; Achilles's own death

The poem opens shortly after the death of the Trojan hero Hector, with the arrival of the Amazon warrior Penthesileia who has come to support the Trojans. She has a moment of glory in battle, but Achilles kills her. The Greek warrior Thersites later taunts Achilles, claiming that he had been in love with her, and Achilles kills him too. Achilles is ritually purified for the murder of Thersites.

Next another Trojan ally arrives, Memnon, son of Eos and Tithonus, leading an Ethiopian contingent and wearing armour made by the god Hephaestus.  In battle, Memnon kills Antilochus, a Greek warrior who was the son of Nestor and a great favourite of Achilles. Achilles then kills Memnon, and Zeus makes Memnon immortal at Eos's request. But in his rage Achilles pursues the Trojans into the very gates of Troy, and at the Scaean Gates he is killed by an arrow shot by Paris, assisted by the god Apollo. Achilles's body is rescued by Ajax and Odysseus.

The Greeks hold a funeral for Antilochus. Achilles's mother, the sea nymph Thetis, comes with her sisters and the Muses to lament over Achilles's body. Funeral games are held in honour of Achilles, at which Achilles's armour and weapons are offered as a prize for the greatest hero and there develops a dispute over them between Ajax and Odysseus. 

Little Iliad, 4 books attributed to Lesches - events after Achilles's death, including the building of the Trojan Horse.

The poem opens with the judgment of Achilles's arms, which are to be awarded to the greatest Greek hero: the contest is between Ajax and Odysseus, who recovered Achilles's body in battle. With the help of Athena, the arms are awarded to Odysseus, and Ajax goes insane and attacks the Achaeans' herd. Later, in shame, he commits suicide, and is buried without full heroic honours, in a coffin rather than cremated on a funeral pyre, because of the anger of Agamemnon. 

Calchas, the Greek prophet, prophesies that the city of Troy will not fall unless the Greeks recover the arrows of Heracles from the hero Philoctetes, who was left behind on Lemnos when he was bitten by a poisonous snake.  In accordance with this prophecy, Odysseus and Diomedes go to Lemnos to bring back Philoctetes, who is healed of his wound by Machaon. Philoctetes then fights Paris in single combat and kills him. After Paris's death, his wife Helen is fought over by Helenus and Deiphobus, but Deiphobus wins and marries her. The defeated Helenus angrily abandons Troy in spite and moves to Mount Ida.

Odysseus, who is a recurrent figure of interest in the Little Iliad, ambushes the Trojan prophet Helenus and captures him; Helenus then reveals three new prophecies concerning the preconditions for the Greeks' conquest of Troy, notably, that the city will not fall while it harbours the Palladium. The other two conditions are that the bones of Pelops are recovered from Pisa, a rival of Elis, and that Neoptolemus, son of Achilles, is brought into the war.  While a ship of Mycenaeans sail to Pisa to bring back the bones of Pelops, Odysseus brings Achilles's son Neoptolemus to Troy, gives him Achilles's armour, and Achilles's ghost appears to him. When the Trojan ally Eurypylus dominates the field in battle, Neoptolemus kills him.  Odysseus and Diomedes go into Troy disguised as beggars, where Helen recognises them but keeps their secret; they return safely with the Palladium, killing some Trojans on the way.

On the goddess Athena's initiative, the Greek warrior Epeius builds the wooden horse, and the Greeks place their best warriors inside it, burn their camp, and withdraw to the nearby island Tenedos. The Trojans, believing that the Greeks have departed for good, breach a section of their city wall to bring the horse inside, and celebrate their apparent victory.  

Iliou persis ("Sack of Troy"), 2 books attributed to Arctinus - the destruction of Troy by the Greeks.

The poem opens with the Trojans discussing what to do with the wooden horse which the Greeks have left behind. Cassandra and Laocoön proclaim that there is an armed force of Greeks inside, but others say it is a holy relic of Athena. The latter opinion prevails, and the Trojans celebrate their apparent victory. The god Poseidon, meanwhile, sends an ill omen of two snakes which kill Laocoön and his sons; seeing this, Aeneas and his men leave Troy in anticipation of what is to come.  When night comes, the Greek warriors inside the horse emerge, and open the city gates to let in the Greek army, which has sailed back from Tenedos. The Trojans are massacred, and the Greeks set fire to the city.

Neoptolemus kills king Priam, even though he has taken refuge at the altar of Zeus; Menelaus kills Deiphobus and takes back his wife Helen; Ajax the Lesser rapes Cassandra and drags her from the altar of Athena.  The gods consider whether they should stone Ajax in retribution, but he is turn also takes refuge at the altar of Athena.  Later, when the Greeks are sailing home, Athena kills him at sea.  Odysseus kills Hector’s baby son Astyanax and Neoptolemus takes Hector’s wife Andromache captive.  The Greeks make a human sacrifice of Priam’s daughter Polyxena at Achilles’s tomb, to placate his angry spirit.

Nostoi ("returns"), 5 books attributed to Agias or Eumelus - the return home of the Greek force and the events contingent upon their arrival, concluding with the returns of Agamemnon and Menelaus.

The poem opens as the Greeks are getting ready to set sail back to Greece. The goddess Athena is wrathful because of the Greeks' impious behaviour in the sack of Troy.  Agamemnon waits behind, to appease her; Diomedes and Nestor set sail straightaway, and reach home safely; Menelaus sets sail, but encounters a storm, loses most of his ships, lands in Egypt and is delayed there for several years. Other Greeks, including the prophet Calchas, go by land to Kolophon, where Calchas dies and is buried.  As Agamemnon is getting ready to sail, Achilles's ghost appears to him and foretells his fate. Agamemnon makes a sacrifice and sets sail anyway; Neoptolemus, however, is visited by his grandmother, the sea-nymph Thetis, who tells him to wait and make further sacrifices to the gods. Zeus sends a storm against Agamemnon and those accompanying him at Athena's request, and the lesser Ajax dies on the Kapherian rocks on the southern end of Euboia. Neoptolemus follows Thetis's advice and goes home by land; in Thrace he meets Odysseus at Maroneia, who has come there by sea. Neoptolemus arrives home, though Phoenix dies en route, and there he is recognised by his grandfather Peleus. Agamemnon arrives home and is there murdered by his wife Clytemnestra and her lover, Agamemnon’s cousin Aegisthus.  Later Agamemnon’s and Clytemnestra’s son Orestes avenges the murder by killing both of them. Finally Menelaus arrives home from Egypt. 

Hecuba (Euripides)

At the beginning of the play, Hecuba, Queen of Troy, mother of Prince Hector of Troy and wife of King Priam, is mourning her great losses. Her son, Hector, has been brutally killed by the fierce Greek warrior Achilles. Her son, Polydorus, has been treacherously murdered by his trusted guardian, Polymestor for a great treasure, and she has just learned the fate of her two daughters; Polyxena is to be killed as a sacrifice on the tomb of Achilles, and Cassandra, a virgin-priestess to Apollo, is destined to become a concubine and whore to Agamemnon. She also contemplates her own doomed fate; she is to become a slave to Odysseus, a man she hates.  After her daughter's death, Hecuba rages against the brutality of the Greeks. This queen is inconsolable; she eloquently and compellingly lists all of the injustices of war. She also questions the benevolence of the gods, who have betrayed both her and Troy. The women of Troy, who are also grieving for their own families and losses, are hard-pressed to see their queen in such a state. Later, Hecuba extracts revenge to some extent by killing Polymestor's sons and then blinding Polymestor. As Hecuba and the women of Troy are led off into captivity, she speaks one last time: "Come, let us rush to the pyre, our greatest glory will be to perish in the flames in which our country perishes." Polymestor, upon being blinded, reveals the deaths of Hecuba and Agamemnon before leaving the stage.

The Trojan Women (Euripides)

Euripides' play follows the fates of the women of Troy after their city has been sacked, their husbands killed, and as their remaining families are about to be taken away as slaves. However, it begins first with the gods Athena and Poseidon discussing ways to punish the Greek armies because they condoned Ajax the Lesser for dragging Cassandra away from Athena's temple. (From some ancient Greek paintings many people believe Cassandra was raped by Ajax the Lesser, but it does not say that in this story.) What follows shows how much the Trojan women have suffered as their grief is compounded when the Greeks dole out additional deaths and divide their shares of women.  The Greek herald Talthybius arrives to tell the dethroned queen Hecuba what will befall her and her children. Hecuba will be taken away with the Greek general Odysseus, and her daughter Cassandra is slated to become the conquering general Agamemnon's concubine. Cassandra, who has been driven partially mad due to a curse by which she can see the future but will never be believed when she warns others, is morbidly delighted by this news: she sees that when they arrive in Argos, her new master's embittered wife Clytemnestra will kill both her and her new master. However, because of the curse, no one understands this response, and Cassandra is carried off.  The widowed princess Andromache arrives, and Hecuba learns from her that her youngest daughter, Polyxena, has been killed as a sacrifice at the tomb of the Greek warrior Achilles.  Andromache's lot is to be the concubine of Achilles' son Neoptolemus, and more horrible news for the royal family is yet to come: Talthybius reluctantly informs her that her baby son, Astyanax, has been condemned to die. The Greek leaders are afraid that the boy will grow up to avenge his father Hector, and rather than take this chance, they plan to throw him off from the battlements of Troy to his death.  Helen, though not one of the Trojan women, is supposed to suffer greatly as well: Menelaus arrives to take her back to Greece with him where a death sentence awaits her. Helen begs her husband to spare her life and he remains resolved to kill her, but the audience watching the play knows that in the Odyssey, Telemachus will learn how Helen's legendary beauty wins her a reprieve.  In the end, Talthybius returns carrying with him the body of little Astyanax on Hector's shield. Andromache's wish had been to bury her child herself, performing the proper rituals according to Trojan ways, but her ship had already departed. Talthybius gives the corpse to Hecuba, who prepares the body of her grandson for burial before they are finally taken off with Odysseus.  Throughout the play, many of the Trojan women lament the loss of the land that reared them. Hecuba in particular lets it be known that Troy had been her home for her entire life, only to see herself as an old grandmother watching the burning of Troy, the death of her husband, her children, and her grandchildren before she will be taken as a slave to Odysseus.

Andromache (Euripides)

Clinging to the altar of the sea-goddess Thetis for sanctuary, Andromache delivers the play's prologue, in which she mourns her misfortune (the destruction of Troy, the deaths of her husband Hector and their child Astyanax, and her enslavement to Neoptolemos) and her persecution at the hands of Neoptolemos' new wife Hermione and her father Menelaus, King of Sparta. She reveals that Neoptolemos has left for the oracle at Delphi and that she has hidden the son she bore him (whose name is Molossos) for fear that Menelaus will try to kill him as well as her.  A Maid arrives to warn her that Menelaus knows the location of her son and is on his way to capture him. Andromache persuades her to risk seeking the help of the king, Peleus (husband of Thetis, Achilles' father, and Neoptolemos' grandfather). Andromache laments her misfortunes again and weeps at the feet of the statue of Thetis. The párados of the chorus follows, in which they express their desire to help Andromache and try to persuade her to leave the sanctuary. Just at the moment that they express their fearfulness of discovery by Hermoine, she arrives, boasting of her wealth, status, and liberty.  Hermione engages in an extended agôn with Andromache, in which they exchange a long rhetorical speech initially, each accusing the other. Hermione accuses Andromache of practising oriental witchcraft to make her barren and attempting to turn her husband against her and to displace her. "Learn your new-found place," she demands. She condemns the Trojans as barbarians who practise incest and polygamy. Their agon continues in a series of rapid stichomythic exchanges.  When Menelaus arrives and reveals that he has found her son, Andromache allows herself to be led away. The intervention of the aged Peleus (the grandfather of Neoptolemus) saves them. Orestes, who has contrived the murder of Neoptolemus at Delphi and who arrives unexpectedly, carries off Hermione, to whom he had been betrothed before Neoptolemus had claimed her. The death of Neoptolemus is announced. The goddess Thetis appears as a deus ex machina and arranges matters.

Helen (Euripides)

Helen receives word from the exiled Greek Teucer that Menelaus has drowned, putting her in the perilous position of being available for Theoclymenus to marry, and she consults Theonoe, sister to the king, to find out her husband's fate.  Her fears are allayed when a stranger arrives in Egypt and turns out to be Menelaus himself, and the long-separated couple recognize each other. At first, Menelaus does not believe that she is the real Helen, since he has hidden the Helen he won in Troy in a cave. However, the woman he was shipwrecked with was in reality, only a mere phantom of the real Helen. Before the Trojan war even began, a judgement took place, one that Paris was involved in. He gave the Goddess Aphrodite the award of the fairest since she bribed him with Helen as a bride. To take their revenge on Paris, the remaining goddesses, Athene and Hera, replaced the real Helen with a phantom. However, Menelaus did not know better. But luckily one of his sailors steps in to inform him that the false Helen has disappeared into thin air.  The couple still must figure out how to escape from Egypt, but fortunately, the rumor that Menelaus has died is still in circulation. Thus, Helen tells Theoclymenus that the stranger who came ashore was a messenger there to tell her that her husband was truly dead. She informs the king that she may marry him as soon as she has performed a ritual burial at sea, thus freeing her symbolically from her first wedding vows. The king agrees to this, and Helen and Menelaus use this opportunity to escape on the boat given to them for the ceremony.  Theoclymenus is furious when he learns of the trick and nearly murders his sister Theonoe for not telling him that Menelaus is still alive. However, he is prevented by the miraculous intervention of the demi-gods Castor and Polydeuces, brothers of Helen and the sons of Zeus and Leda.

Agamemnon (Æscylus)

The most complete tetralogy of Aeschylus' work that still exists is the Oresteia (458 BC), of which only the satyr play is missing.  In fact, the Oresteia is the only full trilogy of Greek plays by any playwright that modern scholars have uncovered. `The trilogy consists of Agamemnon, The Libation Bearers (Choephoroi), and The Eumenides.  Together, these plays tell the bloody story of the family of Agamemnon, King of Argos.  The play Agamemnon describes his death at the hands of his wife Clytemnestra, who was angry both at Agamemnon's sacrifice of their daughter Iphigenia and at his keeping the Trojan prophetess Cassandra as a concubine.  Cassandra enters the palace even though she knows she will be murdered by Clytemnestra as well, knowing that she cannot avoid her gruesome fate.  The ending of the play includes a prediction of the return of Orestes, son of Agamemnon, who will surely avenge his father.

The Libation Bearers (Æscylus)

The Libation Bearers continues the tale, opening with Clytemnestra's account of a nightmare in which she gives birth to a snake.  She orders Electra, her daughter, to pour libations on Agamemnon's tomb (with the assistance of libation bearers) in hope of making amends.  At the tomb, Electra meets Orestes, who has returned from protective exile in Phocis, and they plan revenge upon Clytemnestra and her lover Aegisthus together.  They enter the palace pretending to bear news of Orestes' death, and when Clytemnestra calls in Aegisthus to share in the news, Orestes kills them both.  Immediately, Orestes is beset by the Furies, who avenge patricide and matricide in Greek mythology.

Electra (Sophocles)

As in Aeschylus' Libation Bearers, the action in Electra (Greek Elektra) follows the return of Orestes to kill his mother, Clytemnestra, and her lover Aegisthus in retribution for their murder of Orestes' father, Agamemnon.  In this play, however, the main focus is on Orestes' sister Electra and her anguished participation in her brother's plans.  To gain admittance to the palace and thus be able to execute his revenge, Orestes spreads false news of his own death.  Believing this report, the despairing Electra unsuccessfully tries to enlist her sister Chrysothemis in an attempt to murder their mother.  In a dramatic scene, Orestes then enters in disguise and hands Electra the urn that is supposed to contain his own ashes.  Moved by his sister's display of grief, Orestes reveals his true identity to her and then strikes down his mother and her lover.  Electra's triumph is thus complete.  In the play Electra is seen passing through the whole range of human emotions-from passionate love to cruel hatred, from numb despair to wild joy.  There is debate over whether the play depicts virtue triumphant or, rather, portrays a young woman incurably twisted by years of hatred and resentment.

Electra (Euripides)

The play begins by introducing Clytemnestra and Agamemnon's daughter, Electra. Electra was married off to a farmer, amidst fears that if she remained in the royal household and wed a nobleman, their children would be more likely to try to avenge Agamemnon's death. The man Electra is married to, however, is kind to her and has taken advantage of neither her family name nor her virginity. In return, Electra helps the peasant with household chores. Despite her appreciation for her peasant husband, Electra resents being cast out of her house and her mother's loyalty to Aegisthus. Agamemnon and Clytemnestra's son, Orestes, was taken out of the country and put under the care of the king of Phocis, where he became friends with the king's son Pylades.  Now grown, Orestes and his companion Pylades travel to Argos, hoping for revenge, and end up at the house of Electra and her husband. They have concealed their identities in order to get information, claiming that they are messengers from Orestes, but the aged servant who smuggled Orestes off to Phocis years before recognizes him by a scar, and the siblings are reunited. Electra is eager to help her brother in bringing down Clytemnestra and Aegisthus, and they conspire together.  While the old servant goes to lure Clytemnestra to Electra's house by telling her that her daughter has had a baby, Orestes sets off and kills Aegisthus and returns with the body. His resolve begins to waver at the prospect of matricide but Electra coaxes him into going through with it. When Clytemnestra arrives, he and Electra kill her by pushing a sword down her throat (which is only recounted and not shown), leaving both feeling oppressive guilt. At the end, Clytemnestra's deified brothers Castor and Polydeuces (often called the Dioscuri) appear. They tell Electra and Orestes that their mother received just punishment but that their matricide was still a shameful act, and they instruct the siblings on what they must do to atone and purge their souls of the crime.

The Eumenides (Æscylus)

The final play of The Oresteia addresses the question of Orestes' guilt.  The Furies pursue Orestes from Argos and into the wilderness.  Orestes makes his way to the temple of Apollo and begs him to drive the Furies away.  Apollo had encouraged Orestes to kill Clytemnestra, and so bears a portion of the guilt of the act.  But the Furies belong to the older race of the Titans, and Apollo is unable to drive them away. He sends Orestes to the temple of Athena, with Hermes as a guide.  There, the Furies track him down and, just before he is to be killed, the goddess Athena, patron of Athens, steps in and declares that a trial is necessary.  Apollo argues Orestes' case and, after the jury splits their vote, Athena decides against the Furies.  She also renames them the Eumenides, or kindly ones, and declares that thereafter all future hung juries should result in acquittal, since mercy should take precedence over harshness.  The Eumenides specifically extols the importance of reason in the development of laws, and lauds the ideals of a democratic Athens.

Orestes (Euripides)

The play begins with a soliloquy that outlines the basic plot and events that have led up to this point from Electra, who stands next to a sleeping Orestes. Shortly after, Helen comes out of the palace under the pretext that she wishes to make an offering at her sister Clytemnestra’s grave. As in most of the plays of Classical Greece, Helen is played as a vacuous floozy. Some commentators criticize Euripides as being a misogynist; however his dialogue is often very ironic. Consequently, one reading of the play, especially from a patriarchal mindset, would have Euripides place blame for the Trojan War and the fall of the House of Atreus at Helen’s feet. In fact, Euripides may arguably use Helen as a device through which to discuss several larger themes such as freewill, fate, and the role of the gods in the cosmos. For example, Helen is unable to take personal responsibility for allowing herself to be abducted to Troy, and blames Apollo for the problems in the House of Atreus. After Helen leaves, a chorus of Argive women enters to help advance the plot. Then Orestes, still maddened by the Furies, awakes.  Menelaus arrives at the palace and he and Orestes discuss the murder and the resulting madness. Tyndareus, Orestes’ grandfather and Menelaus’ father-in-law comes onto the scene and roundly chastises Orestes, leading to a conversation with the three men on the role of humans in dispensing divine justice and natural law. As Tyndareus leaves, he warns Menelaus that he will need the old man as an ally. Orestes, in supplication before Menelaus, hopes to gain the compassion that Tyndareus would not grant in an attempt to get him to speak before the assembly of Argive men. However, Menelaus ultimately shuns his nephew, choosing not to compromise his tenuous power among the Greeks, who blame him and his wife for the Trojan War.  Pylades, Orestes’ best friend and his accomplice in Clytemnestra’s murder, arrives after Menelaus has exited. He and Orestes begin to formulate a plan, in the process indicting partisan politics and leaders who manipulate the masses for results contrary to the best interest of the state, perhaps a veiled criticism of contemporary Athenian factions. Orestes and Pylades then exit so that they may state their case before the town assembly in an effort to save Orestes and Electra from execution, which proves unsuccessful.  Their execution certain, Orestes, Electra, and Pylades formulate a plan of revenge against Menelaus for turning his back on them. To inflict the greatest suffering, they plan to kill Helen and their daughter, Hermione. However, when they go to kill Helen, she vanishes. In attempting to execute their plan, a Phrygian slave of Helen’s escapes the palace. Orestes asks the slave why he should spare his life and the slave supplicates himself before Orestes. Orestes is won over by the Phrygian’s argument that, like free men, slaves prefer the light of day to death, resulting in the first act of compassion in the play. Menelaus then enters leading to a standoff between him and Orestes, Electra, and Pylades, who have successfully captured Hermione.  Just as more bloodshed is to occur, Apollo arrives on stage Deus ex machina. He sets everything back in order, explaining that Helen has been placed among the stars and that Menelaus must go back to Sparta. He tells Orestes to go to Athens to the Areopagus, the Athenian court, in order to stand judgment, where he will later be acquitted. Also, Orestes is to marry Hermione, while Pylades will marry Electra. Finally, Apollo tells the mortals to go and rejoice in Peace, most honoured and favoured of the gods.

Iphigenia in Tauris (Euripides)

Contrary to Iphigeneia's dream, then, Orestes is still alive and on his way to Tauris with Pylades to steal the sacred statue. They have no idea that Iphigeneia is there. They are captured by Taurian guards and brought to the temple to be killed, as is customary.  Iphigeneia and Orestes discover one another's identities and together devise a plan to escape. Iphigeneia tells King Thoas that the statue of Artemis has been spiritually polluted because of her brother's matricide and advises him to let her cleanse the captives and the idol in the sea to remove the dishonour they have brought upon it. The three Greeks use this as an opportunity to escape on Orestes and Pylades's ship, bringing the statue with them. Thoas vows to pursue and kill them but is stopped by the goddess Athena, who appears at the end to give instructions to the characters. She commands Orestes to take the statue to Athens, and there make a shrine to the Taurian Artemis, and tells Iphigenia to become priestess at the Brauronian Steps. Thoas must also allow the slave women to return home to Greece.

The Odyssey

Book I

After an invocation to the Muse and a summary of what has happened, Odysseus' protectress, the goddess Athena, discussed his fate with Zeus, king of the gods, at a moment when Odysseus' enemy, the god of the sea Poseidon whose son Polyphemus Odysseus had blinded, was absent from Mount Olympus in Ethiopia. Odysseus was the only hero from Troy alive not to have made it home yet, currently with Atlas’s daughter Calypso in a large cave, all his men having been killed, the last because they had eaten the cattle of Helios.  Zeus complained that men always blamed them for their fate but they were responsible for themselves: Aegisthus had been warned not to marry Clytemnestra and kill Agamemnon but did it anyway and suffered the consequence. Athena argued that Odysseus had suffered enough and should be allowed to go home.  It was agreed Hermes should go to tell Calypso to let Odysseus go and Athena should go to Ithaca to tell his son Telemachus to speak to the suitors who have been pestering his mother Penelope and travel to Sparta and Pylos to look for his father. Disguised as a Taphian chieftain named Mentes, she visited Telemachus. He offered her hospitality and they observed the suitors dining rowdily while the bard Phemius performed a narrative poem for them. Athena advised Telemachus to go to Nestor in Pylos and Menelaus in Sparta, being one of the last to return, to find out whether Odysseus was alive and if not to return home and kill the suitors as Orestes had killed Aegisthus.  Penelope objected to Phemius's theme, the "Return from Troy", because it reminded her of her missing husband, but Telemachus told her off saying do not blame Phemius for the sad tale but Zeus who directed men’s destinies.  Telemachus spoke to the suitors giving them notice to leave as he was about to go on a voyage.

Book II

In the morning Telemachus addressed an assembly of citizens complaining about the suitors but one of them, Antinoos, said he should blame Penelope as she had been leading them on and tricked them by saying she would make up her mind when she finished the shroud for her father-in-law, Laertes, on her loom ready for his death but each night unpicked what she had woven and kept it up for three years.  Zeus then sent two eagle above fighting and the seer Halitherses interpreted these as showing Odysseus was nearby but the suitors dismissed this.  When Telemachus asked for a ship and 20 men he was turned down.  He went to the seashore and prayed to Athena, whom he had recognised. That night Athena, disguised as Telemachus, found a ship and crew for the true Telemachus. 

Book III

Accompanied by Athena (now disguised as Mentor), he departed for the Greek mainland and the household of Nestor, most venerable of the Greek warriors at Troy, now at home in Pylos. Nestor was sacrificing to Poseidon and invited the guests to sit and eat with them.  Nestor told Telemachus all he knew of the returns from Troy and those who got home safely such as Diomedes, Neoptolemus, Philoctetes and Idomeneus but also how Agamemnon was murdered by Aegisthus who in turn was killed by Orestes nearly 8 years later conducting funeral rites for him and his mother on the day Menelaus returned having been sent to Egypt in the meantime.  Nestor advised Telemachus to go to Sparta as Menelaus might know more. After being bathed and oiled by Polycaste, Nestor’s daughter (who later has his son), Telemachus set out over land to Sparta accompanied by Nestor’s youngest son Peisistratus.

Book IV

He found Menelaus and Helen who were now reconciled and celebrating the wedding of Neoptolemus to his daughter. Helen lamented her fit of lust brought on by Aphrodite that sent her to Troy with Paris. He also heard from Helen, who was the first to recognize him, that she pitied him because Odysseus was not there for him in his childhood because he went to Troy to fight for her and also about his exploit of stealing the Palladium, or the Luck of Troy, where she was the only one to recognize him. Menelaus, meanwhile, also praised Odysseus as an irreproachable comrade and friend, lamenting the fact that they were not only unable to return together from Troy but that Odysseus was yet to return. Both Helen and Menelaus also said that they returned to Sparta after a long voyage with many detours including Cyprus, Phoenicia, Egypt, Ethiopia and Libya. In Egypt, on the island of Pharos, Menelaus captured the old sea-god Proteus having been advised how to catch him by Proteus’s daughter Eidothee (as Peleus caught Thetis), who told him that Ajax had been shipwrecked and then killed for his hubris, Agamemnon was murdered by Aegisthus and Odysseus had lost his ship and men and was a captive of the nymph Calypso. Back on Ithaca the suitors discover that Telemachus had gone to Pylos unknown to them so they decided to take a ship and lie in ambush for him between Ithaca and Samos.

Book V

Odysseus has spent seven years in captivity on Calypso's island, Ogygia (Gozo?), Calypso fell deeply in love with Odysseus meaning to make him immortal but he longed to leave, sleeping with her at night but spending every day weeping on the beach. She was persuaded to release him by Hermes, sent by Zeus in response to Athena's plea. Calypso encouraged Odysseus to build a raft with tools she gave him and also gave him clothing, food and drink for his voyage. He built the raft in 5 days and sailed for 18 when Poseidon returned from Ethiopia and found out Odysseus has escaped. Poseidon raised a storm and wrecked the raft but, helped by a veil given by the sea nymph Ino and Athena, after three days more at sea Odysseus swam ashore on the island of the Phaeacians. Naked and exhausted, he hid in a pile of leaves in a wood and fell asleep. 

Book VI

The next morning, awakened by the laughter of girls chasing a ball one had thrown in the water, he saw young Nausicaa, who had gone to the seashore with her maids to wash clothes after Athena told her in a dream to do so. He appealed to her for help. She encouraged him to seek the hospitality of her parents, Arete and Alcinous. He bathed in the water and put on the clothes Nausicaa had brought and she left him to pray.

Book VII

Odysseus walked to town in a mist provided by Athena so he was not challenged and she led him to Alcinous’s house advising him to speak to Arete first. Athena then left to go to Erechtheus  at Marathon.  Odysseus was welcomed and was not at first asked his name. He told Arete and Alcinous about his stay on Calypso’s island and his journey there.  

Book VIII

Odysseus remained for several days whilst Alcinous prepared a ship and crew for him.  The blind singer Demodocus performed a song about the quarrel between Odysseus and Achilles which made Odysseus weep.  Next they held athletic competitions in running (won by Clytoneus son of Alcinous), wrestling, jumping, discus and boxing (won by another of Alcinous’s sons Laodamas).  Challenged to take part Odysseus picked up the heaviest discus and threw it further and offered to demonstrate his skill in archery and javelin as well but not running.  Demodocus performed the amusing tale of a love affair between two Olympian gods, Ares and Aphrodite. Two of Alcinous’s sons Laodamas and Halios performed a dance. Finally, Odysseus asked Demodocus to return to the Trojan War theme and tell of the Trojan Horse, a stratagem in which Odysseus had played a leading role. Unable to hide his emotion as he relived this episode, Odysseus wept and revealed his identity. 

Book IX

Odysseus' account of his adventures

Odysseus told the story of his return from Troy. After a piratical raid on Ismaros in the land of the Cicones taking women and booty before being driven away. He and his twelve ships were driven off course by storms to the land of the lethargic Lotus-Eaters who gave two of his men their fruit which caused them to forget their homecoming. They landed on the island of the Cyclopes and fed on wild goats but Odysseus decided to meet the locals and took wine with him.  They found the cave of Polyphemus and whilst he was out with his sheep tried to steal his cheese, kids and lambs but Odysseus made them stay to meet him.  When they did he regretted it as Polyphemus ate two of his men.  They could not attack him as they could not move the rock blocking the cave entrance.  The next day Odysseus cut part of Polyphemus’s club and sharpened it.  When Polyphemus came back he ate two more men and Odysseus offered him wine telling him his name was No Man.  Polyphemus became drunk and ill so Odysseus hardened the stake in the fire and thrust it into Polyphemus’s eye.  Polyphemus wailed and roared that No Man was hurting him so the other cyclopes thought he was ill.  Odysseus tied his men under the middle of three rams each so they could escape when Polyphemus let them out in the morning. While they were escaping, however, Odysseus foolishly told Polyphemus his identity, and Polyphemus told his father, Poseidon, that Odysseus had blinded him. Poseidon cursed Odysseus to wander the sea for ten years, during which he would lose all his crew and return home through the aid of others. 

Book X

After their escape, they stayed with Aeolus, the ruler of the winds and he gave Odysseus a leather bag containing all the winds, except the west wind which kept blowing, a gift that should have ensured a safe return home. After 9 days they were nearly home but the greedy sailors naively opened the bag while Odysseus slept, thinking it contained gold. All of the winds flew out and the resulting storm drove the ships back the way they had come, just as Ithaca came into sight.  After unsuccessfully pleading with Aeolus to help them again, they re-embarked and after 6 days came to Lamos and encountered the cannibalistic Laestrygonians. All of Odysseus's ships except his own entered the harbour of the Laestrygonians' Island and were immediately destroyed by rocks as they speared the men like fish to eat. He sailed on for 3 days and visited the witch-goddess Circe finding her weaving and singing. She turned half of his men into swine after feeding them cheese and wine. Hermes warned Odysseus about Circe and gave Odysseus a drug called moly which gave him resistance to Circe's magic. Circe, surprised by Odysseus' resistance, agreed to change his men back to their human form in exchange for Odysseus' love. They remained with her on the island for one year, while they feasted and drank. 

Book XI

Finally, guided by Circe's instructions, Odysseus and his crew crossed the ocean and reached a harbour at the western edge of the world, where Odysseus sacrificed to the dead. He first encountered the spirit of crewmember Elpenor, who had gotten drunk and fallen from a roof to his death, which had gone unnoticed by others, before Odysseus and the rest of his crew had left Circe. Elpenor's ghost told Odysseus to bury his body, which Odysseus promised to do. Odysseus then summoned the spirit of the old prophet Tiresias for advice on how to appease Poseidon upon his return home. Next Odysseus met the spirit of his own mother, who had died of grief during his long absence. From her, he got his first news of his own household, threatened by the greed of the Suitors. Finally, he met the spirits of famous men and women (including Alcmene, Jocasta, Leda, Phaedra and Ariadne. Odysseus paused in his story at this point but Alcinous encouraged him to continue. Notably he encountered the spirit of Agamemnon, of whose murder by Aegisthus and Cassandra’s by Clytemnestra he now learned.  Next came Achilles with Patroclus, Antilochus and Ajax.  Achilles told him about the woes of the land of the dead and said he would rather be a humble servant than a dead hero.  Odysseus gave Achilles news of Neoptolemus which cheered him.  Ajax was still sulking about Achilles’s armour and Odysseus said he regretted it.  He also saw Minos, Orion, Tantalus in the lake, Sisyphus and his rock and Heracles.

Book XII

Returning to Circe's island, they buried Elpenor  and Circe advised them on the remaining stages of the journey. They skirted the land of the Sirens, who sang an enchanting song that normally caused passing sailors to steer toward the rocks, only to hit them and sink. All of the sailors except for Odysseus, who was tied to the mast as he wanted to hear the song, had their ears plugged up with beeswax. They then passed between the six-headed, twelve-legged monster Scylla and the whirlpool Charybdis, Odysseus losing six men to Scylla, and landed on the island of Thrinacia. Zeus caused a storm which prevented them leaving. While Odysseus was away praying, his men ignored the warnings of Tiresias and Circe and hunted down the sacred cattle of the sun god Helios as their food had run short. The Sun God insisted that Zeus punish the men for this sacrilege. They suffered a shipwreck as they were driven towards Charybdis. All but Odysseus were drowned as he had clung to a fig tree above Charybdis. Washed ashore on the island of Ogygia, he was compelled to remain there as Calypso's lover until she was ordered by Zeus, via Hermes, to release Odysseus.

Book XIII

Return to Ithaca

Having listened with rapt attention to his story, the Phaeacians, who were skilled mariners, agreed to help Odysseus get home. They delivered him at night, while he was fast asleep, to a hidden harbour on Ithaca. Athena disguised Odysseus as a wandering beggar so he could see how things stood in his household. 

Book XIV

He found his way to the hut of one of his own slaves, the swineherd Eumaeus. After dinner, he told the farm labourers a fictitious tale of himself. He was from Crete, had led a party of Cretans to fight alongside other Greeks in the Trojan War, and had then spent seven years at the court of the king of Egypt then to Phoenicia and Libya finally been shipwrecked in Thesprotia and crossed from there to Ithaca.

Book XV

Meanwhile, on Athena’s advice, Telemachus made his farewells to Menelaus and Helen and sailed home from Sparta, evading an ambush set by the Suitors. 

Book XVI

Telemachus disembarked on the coast of Ithaca and made for Eumaeus's hut. Father and son met, Odysseus identified himself to Telemachus (but still not to Eumaeus), and they decided that the Suitors must be killed. 

Book XVII

Telemachus went home first and was welcomed back by his nurse Eurycleia. He told his mother about his visit to Pylos and Sparta. Accompanied by Eumaeus, Odysseus returned to his own house, still pretending to be a beggar, having met the goatherd Melanthios (who quarrelled and mocked) on the way. When Odysseus's dog Argos (who was a puppy before he left) saw him, he was so excited that he died. He again said he had been in Egypt but was ridiculed by the Suitors in his own home, especially by the extremely impertinent Antinous. 

Book XVIII

After some exchanges with another beggar and the suitors Odysseus was offered a job as a servant. 

Book XIX

Telemachus asked Eurycleia to help find his father’s old armour and get it ready and shut the women in. Odysseus met Penelope and tested her intentions by saying he once met Odysseus in Crete. Closely questioned, he added that he had recently been in Thesprotia and had learned something there of Odysseus's recent wanderings. Odysseus's identity was discovered by Eurycleia, when she recognized an old scar from a hunt as she was washing his feet. Eurycleia tried to tell Penelope about the beggar's true identity, but Athena made sure that Penelope could not hear her. Odysseus then swore Eurycleia to secrecy.  

Book XX

The suitors plotted to kill Telemachus.  Meanwhile Odysseus was joined by Philoteus a friend of Eumaeus.

Book XXI

Slaying of the Suitors

The next day, at Athena's prompting, Penelope persuaded the Suitors to compete for her hand with an archery competition using Odysseus's bow. The man who could string the bow and shoot it through a dozen axe heads would win. Odysseus showed Eumaeus and Melanthios who he was by showing the scar under his rags and showed he was strong enough to string the bow and shoot it through the dozen axe heads, making him the winner. 

Book XXII

Odysseus threw off his rags and killed Antinous with his next arrow and with the help of Athena (disguised as Mentor again), Telemachus, Eumaeus and Philoteus the cowherd, killed the rest of the Suitors, first using the rest of the arrows and then by swords and spears once both sides had armed themselves. The only survivors were the minstrel Phemius and the servant Medon.  Once the battle was won, Odysseus and Telemachus also hanged twelve of their 50 household maids whom Eurycleia identified as guilty of betraying Penelope, having sex with the Suitors, or both.  They mutilated (cut off his nose and ears) and killed (eviscerated him and cut off his hands and feet) the goatherd Melanthius, who had mocked and abused Odysseus and also brought weapons and armour to the suitors. Odysseus and his supporters washed and cleansed themselves from the slaughter.

Book XXIII

Eurycleia woke Penelope saying Odysseus had returned and he identified himself to her. Phemius serenaded them and they celebrated.  Penelope was hesitant, but recognized him when he mentioned that he made their bed from an olive tree still rooted to the ground. They went to bed and afterwards told each other their full story.

Book XXIV

Hermes summoned the ghosts of the suitors and led them to the underworld where they met Agamemnon and Achilles and others and told them what had happened.  The next day Odysseus and Telemachus visited the country farm of his old father Laertes, who likewise accepted his identity when Odysseus correctly described the orchard that Laertes had previously given him.  The citizens of Ithaca followed Odysseus on the road, planning to avenge the killing of the Suitors, their sons. Their leader pointed out that Odysseus had now caused the deaths of two generations of the men of Ithaca: his sailors, not one of whom survived; and the Suitors, whom he has now executed (albeit rightly.) Athena intervened as a deus ex machina and persuaded both sides to give up the vendetta. After this, Ithaca was at peace once more.

Telegony, 2 books attributed to Eugammon - Odysseus' voyage to Thesprotia and return to Ithaca, and death at the hands of an illegitimate son Telegonus.

The Telegony comprises two distinct episodes: Odysseus' voyage to Thesprotia, and the story of Telegonus. Probably each of the two books of the Telegony related one of these episodes. In current critical editions only two lines of the poem's original text survive. For its storyline we are dependent primarily on a summary of the Telegonus myth in Proclus' Chrestomathy. The poem opens after the events depicted in the Odyssey. According to Proclus' summary, theTelegony opens with the burial of Penelope's suitors. Odysseus makes sacrifices to the Nymphs. He makes a voyage to Elis, where he visits an otherwise unknown figure Polyxenos, who gives him a bowl depicting the story ofTrophonius. Odysseus returns to Ithaca and then travels to Thesprotia, presumably to make the sacrifices commanded by Tiresias in Odyssey 11. There he weds the Thesprotian queen Kallidike, who bears him a son, Polypoites. Odysseus fights for the Thesprotians in a war against the neighbouring Brygoi; the gods participate in the war, Ares routing Odysseus and the Thesprotians, countered by Athena, ever Odysseus' patron; Apollo intervenes between the battling gods. However, Kallidike is killed in the war, Polypoetes succeeds to the kingdom and Odysseus returns to Ithaca.

Meanwhile, it transpires that Circe, with whom Odysseus had an affair for a year in the Odyssey (books 10-12), has born his son, Telegonus ("born far away"). He grows up living with Circe on the island of Aeaea. On the goddess Athena's advice, Circe tells him the name of his father. In a detail inserted into the account in the Epitome of the Bibliotheke she gives him a supernatural spear to defend himself which is tipped with the sting of a poisonous stingray and was made by the god Hephaestus. A storm forces Telegonus onto Ithaca without his realising where he is. As is customary for Homeric heroes in unfriendly land, he commits piracy, and unwittingly begins stealing Odysseus' cattle. Odysseus comes to defend his property. During the ensuing fight, Telegonus kills Odysseus with his unusual spear, thereby partially fulfilling Tiresias' prophecy in Odyssey 11 that death would come to Odysseus "out of the sea" (i.e., the poison of the ray). (In another respect, however, Odysseus' death contradicts the prophecy of Tiresias, who predicted (Od. 11.135) that a "gentle death" would come to Odysseus "in sleek old age"). As Odysseus lies dying, he and Telegonus recognise one another, and Telegonus laments his mistake. Telegonus brings his father's corpse, Penelope, and Odysseus' other son Telemachus, back to Aeaea, where Odysseus is buried and Circe makes the others immortal. Telegonus marries Penelope, and Telemachus marries Circe. 


Cyclops (Euripides)

When Odysseus arrives he meets Silenus and offers to trade wine for food. Being a servant of Dionysus, Silenus can't resist obtaining the wine despite the fact that the food is not his to trade. The Cyclops soon arrives and Silenus is quick to accuse Odysseus of stealing the food, swearing to many gods and the Satyrs' lives (who are standing right beside him) that he is telling the truth. His son, a younger more modern Satyr, tries to tell the truth to the Cyclops in an attempt to help Odysseus. After an argument, the Cyclops brings Odysseus and his crew inside his cave and eats some of them. Odysseus manages to sneak out and is stunned by what he's witnessed. He hatches a scheme to get the Cyclops drunk, and when he's unconscious to burn out his eye with a giant poker.  The Cyclops and Silenus drink together, with Silenus attempting to hog the wineskin for himself. When the Cyclops is drunk, he says he is seeing gods and begins to call Silenus Ganymede (the beautiful prince Zeus made his immortal cup bearer). The Cyclops then steals Silenus away into his cave, with the implication that he is about do something sexual to him. Odysseus decides to execute the next phase of his plan. The Satyrs offer to help, but chicken-out with a variety of absurd excuses when the time actually comes. The annoyed Odysseus gets his crew to help instead, and they burn out the Cyclops' eye.  He had told the Cyclops earlier that his name was 'Noman' or 'Nobody' (Greek outis or mētis). So when the Cyclops yells out who was responsible for blinding him, it sounds like he's saying "No man blinded me". In addition to this pun, there is a less easily translated joke on the fact that the form of "no man" (mētis) is identical to the word for cleverness or art. The satyrs have some fun with him over it. Odysseus makes the mistake, however, of blurting out his true name as a result of his big ego. They then make their escape, however the rest of the troubles Odysseus faces on his voyage home are due to this act (since the Cyclops 

The Aeneid

Books 1–6 Aeneas's journey to Latium in Italy

Book 1 The Coming of Aeneas to Carthage

Virgil begins his poem with a statement of his theme (Arma virumque cano ..., "I sing of arms and of a man ...") and an invocation to the Muse, falling some seven lines after the poem's inception: (Musa, mihi causas memora ..., "O Muse, recount to me the causes ..."). He then explains the reason for the principal conflict in the story: the resentment held by the goddess Juno against the Trojan people. This is consistent with her role throughout the Homeric epics.

Also in the manner of Homer, the story proper begins in medias res, with the Trojan fleet in the eastern Mediterranean, heading in the direction of Italy. The fleet, led by Aeneas, is on a voyage to find a second home. It has been foretold that in Italy, he will give rise to a race both noble and courageous, a race which will become known to all nations. Juno is wrathful, because she had not been chosen in the Judgment of Paris, and because her favourite city, Carthage, will be destroyed by Aeneas' descendants. Also, Ganymede, a Trojan prince, was chosen to be her husband Jupiter's cup bearer replacing Juno's daughter Hebe. Juno proceeds to Aeolus, King of the Winds, and asks that he release the winds to stir up a storm in exchange for a bribe (Deiopea, the loveliest of all her sea nymphs, as a wife). Accepting the bribe ("Aeolus warmed to Juno's offer"), he agrees, and the storm devastates the fleet.

Neptune takes notice: although he himself is no friend of the Trojans, he is infuriated by Juno's intrusion into his domain, and stills the winds and calms the waters, after making sure that Aeolus would not try again. The fleet takes shelter on the coast of Africa. There, Aeneas' mother, Venus, in the form of a hunting woman very similar to the goddess Diana, encourages him and tells him the history of the city. Eventually, Aeneas ventures in, and in the temple of Juno, seeks and gains the favour of Dido, Queen of Carthage, the city which has only recently been founded by refugees from Tyre and which will later become one of Rome's greatest imperial rivals and enemies.

Book 2 The Story of the Sack of Troy

At a banquet given in the honour of the Trojans, Aeneas recounts sadly the events which occasioned the Trojans' fortuitous arrival. He begins the tale shortly after the events described in the Iliad. Crafty Ulysses devised a way for Greek warriors to gain entry into Troy by hiding in a large wooden horse. The Greeks pretended to sail away, leaving a man, Sinon, to tell the Trojans that the horse was an offering and that if it were taken into the city, the Trojans would be able to conquer Greece. The Trojan priest Laocoön saw through the Greek plot and urged the horse's destruction but his protests fell on deaf ears, so he hurled his spear at the wooden horse. Then, in what would be seen by the Trojans as punishment from the gods, two serpents emerged from the sea and devoured Laocoön along with his two sons. The Trojans thus welcomed the horse inside the fortified walls, and after nightfall the armed Greeks slaughtered the city's inhabitants.

Hector, the fallen Trojan prince, told Aeneas in a dream to flee with his family. Aeneas woke up and saw with horror what was happening to his beloved city. At first he tried to fight against the enemy, but soon he lost his comrades and was left alone to fend off tens of Greeks. He witnessed the murder of Priam by Achilles' Son Neoptolemus, here referred to as Pyrrhus. His mother Venus appeared to him and led him back to his House. Aeneas tells of his escape with his son Ascanius and father Anchises after various omens (his son Ascanius' head catches fire without his being harmed, and then there is a clap of thunder and a shooting star), his wife Creusa having been separated from the others and subsequently killed in the general catastrophe. After getting outside Troy, he goes back for his wife. Her ghost appears before him and tells him that his destiny is to found a new city in the West.

Book 3 The Story of the Seven Years' Wandering

He tells of how, rallying the other survivors, he built a fleet of ships and made landfall at various locations in the Mediterranean: Thrace, where they find the last remains of a fellow Trojan, Polydorus; The Strophades, where they encounter the Harpy Celaeno; Crete, which they believe to be the land where they are to build their city (but they are set straight by Apollo); and Buthrotum. This last city had been built in an attempt to replicate Troy. In Buthrotum, Aeneas meets Andromache, the widow of Hector. She is still lamenting the loss of her valiant husband and beloved child. There, too, Aeneas sees and meets Helenus, one of Priam's sons, who has the gift of prophecy. Through him, Aeneas learns the destiny laid out for him: he is divinely advised to seek out the land of Italy (also known as Ausonia or Hesperia), where his descendants will not only prosper, but in time rule the entire known world. In addition, Helenus also bids him go to the Sibyl in Cumae.

Heading out into the open sea, Aeneas leaves Buthrotum, rounding Italy's cape and making his way towards Sicily (Trinacria). There, they are caught in the whirlpool of Charybdis and driven out to sea. Soon they come ashore at the land of the Cyclops. There they meet a Greek, Achaemenides, one of Ulysses's men, who has been left behind when his comrades escaped the cave of Polyphemus. They take Achaemenides on board and narrowly escape Polyphemus. Shortly after these events, Anchises dies peacefully of old age.

Book 4 The Love of Dido, and Her End

Meanwhile, Venus has her own plans. She goes to her son, Aeneas's half-brother Cupid, and tells him to imitate Ascanius. Disguised as such, he goes to Dido, and offers the gifts expected from a guest. With her motherly love revived in the presence of the boy, her heart is pierced and she falls in love with the boy and his father. During the banquet, Dido realizes that she has fallen madly in love with Aeneas, although she had previously sworn fidelity to the soul of her late husband, Sychaeus, who had been murdered by her brother Pygmalion.

Juno seizes upon this opportunity to make a deal with Venus, Aeneas's mother, with the intention of distracting him from his destiny of founding a city in Italy. Aeneas is inclined to return Dido's love, and during a hunting expedition, a storm drives them into a cave in which Aeneas and Dido presumably have sex, an event that Dido takes to indicate a marriage between them. But when Jupiter sends Mercury to remind Aeneas of his duty, he has no choice but to part. Her heart broken, Dido commits suicide by stabbing herself upon a pyre with Aeneas's sword. Before dying, she predicts eternal strife between Aeneas's people and hers; "rise up from my bones, avenging spirit" is an obvious invocation to Hannibal. 

Book 5 The Games of the Fleet

Looking back from the deck of his ship, Aeneas sees the smoke of Dido's funeral pyre and knows its meaning only too clearly. However, destiny calls and the Trojan fleet sails on to Italy. On Sicily Aeneas organizes the funeral games for the anniversary of his father's death. Over nine days celebratory games include a boat race, a foot race, a boxing match, and a shooting contest. In all those contests, Aeneas is careful to reward winners and losers, showing his leadership qualities by not allowing for antagonism even after foul play. Afterward, Ascanius leads a military parade and demonstration, prefiguring Rome's future predilection for war. During these events (in which only men participate), Juno incites the womenfolk to burn the fleet and prevent them from ever reaching Italy, but her plan is thwarted when Ascanius and then Aeneas intervene. Aeneas prays to Jupiter to quench the fires, which the god does with a torrential rainstorm. An anxious Aeneas is comforted by a vision of his father, who tells him to go down to the underworld to receive a vision of his and Rome's future. In return for safe passage to Italy, the gods, by order of Jupiter, will receive one of Aeneas's men as a sacrifice: Palinurus, who steers Aeneas's ship by night, falls overboard.

Book 6 The Vision of the Under World

Aeneas, with the guidance of the Cumaean Sibyl, descends into the underworld through an opening at Cumae; there he speaks with the spirit of his father and is offered a prophetic vision of the destiny of Rome.  He is told of Romulus and the kings of Rome and the deeds of later Romans including Augustus.  It was during Virgil’s recitation of the passage about Marcellus that Augustus’s sister, Octavia, fainted as he had been her first husband.

Books 7–12 The war in Latium

Book 7 The Landing in Latium, and the Roll of the Armies of Italy

Upon returning to the land of the living, Aeneas leads the Trojans to settle in the land of Latium, where he courts Lavinia, the daughter of king Latinus. Although Aeneas would have wished to avoid it, war eventually breaks out. Juno is heavily involved in causing this war—she convinces the Queen of Latium to demand that Lavinia be married to Turnus, the king of a local people, the Rutuli. Juno continues to stir up trouble, even summoning the Fury Alecto to ensure that a war takes place.

Book 8 The Embassage to Evander

Seeing the masses of Italians that Turnus has brought against him, Aeneas seeks help from the Tuscans, enemies of Turnus. He meets King Evander from Arcadia, whose son Pallas agrees to lead troops against the other Italians. 

Book 9 The Siege of the Trojan Camp

Meanwhile, the Trojan camp is being attacked, and a midnight raid leads to the deaths of Nisus and his companion Euryalus, in one of the most emotional passages in the book. The gates, however, are defended until Aeneas returns with his Tuscan and Arcadian reinforcements.

Book 10 The Battle on the Beach

In the battling that follows, many heroes are killed—notably Pallas, who is killed by Turnus, and Mezentius, Turnus' close associate. The latter, who has inadvertently allowed his son to be killed while he himself fled, reproaches himself and faces Aeneas in single combat—an honourable but essentially futile pursuit. 

Book 11 The Council of the Latins, and the Life and Death of Camilla

Another notable hero, Camilla, a sort of Amazon character, fights bravely but is eventually killed. She has been a virgin devoted to Diana and to her nation; the man who kills her is struck dead by Diana's sentinel Opis after doing so, even though he tries to escape.

Book 12 The Slaying of Turnus

After this, single combat is proposed between Aeneas and Turnus, but Aeneas is so obviously superior that the Italians, urged on by Turnus's divine sister, Juturna, break the truce. Aeneas is injured but returns to the battle shortly afterwards. Turnus and Aeneas dominate the battle on opposite wings, but when Aeneas makes a daring attack at the city of Latium (causing the queen of Latium to hang herself in despair), he forces Turnus into single combat once more. In a dramatic scene, Turnus's strength deserts him as he tries to hurl a rock, and he is struck by Aeneas' spear in the leg. As Turnus is begging on his knees for his life, the poem ends with Aeneas killing him in rage when he sees that Turnus is wearing the belt of his friend Pallas as a trophy.

