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After the War –The Oresteia

Aeschylus, Rome

Sophocles, British Museum

Euripides, Rome

Clytemnestra killing 
Cassandra Red 
Figure Pyxis c. 425-
400 BC, Rome

Murder of 
Agamemnon by 
Guérin1817

Woodcut illustration of Clytemnestra and Aegisthus murdering Agamemnon and their deaths at 
the hand of Orestes

Orestes and Pylades, Louvre style of Pasiteles
School C1st BC

Orestes and Pylades? Roman C1st BC, Prado Orestes and Pylades? Meissen porcelain 
1788, British Museum
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Orestes finding Electra at the tomb of Agamemnon c. 380 BC Agamemnon’s tomb c. 380 BC

Orestes and Electra c. 350 BC

Orestes and Electra

Orestes, Electra and Pylades, Louvre Orestes and Electra c. 350 BC
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Walters Oresteia Tankard C19th based on 
Roman Sarcophagus in Weimar

Orestes Sarcophagus in Munich

Orestes Sarcophagus from the Vatican

Orestes Sarcophagus from Cleveland

Murder of Aegisthus, Louvre

Orestes killing Aegisthus

Orestes killing Clytemnestra, 
Etruscan mirror Orestes killing 

Clytemnestra c. 330 BC
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Orestes killing Clytemnestra

Clytemnestra trying to awake the 
Erinyes while her son is being 
purified by Apollo, Apulian red-
figure krater, 480–470 BC, Louvre

Orestes Pursued by 
the Furies by John 
Singer Sargent, 1921

Orestes at Delphi c. 350 BC

Orestes at Delphi with Apollo c. 370 BC, British Museum Orestes at Delphi c. 360 BC
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Orestes at Delphi c. 360 BC Orestes at Delphi, British Museum

Neoptolemus and Orestes c. 360 BC

Iphigenia in Tauris, Naples

Orestes in Tauris from Pompeii

Orestes, Iphigenia and Pyladesc. 330
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Iphigenia and Orestes c. 360 BC

Orestes, Pyladesand Iphigenia Roman silver cup, British Museum

Orestes, Pyladesand Iphigenia 
Roman silver cup, British 
Museum

Orestes, Pyladesand Iphigenia Roman silver cup, British Museum

Orestes, Pyladesand Iphigenia Roman silver cup, British Museum

Orestes, Pyladesand Iphigenia 
Roman silver cup, British Museum
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Iphigenia with Orestes and Pylades, House of the Vettii, Pompeii

Illustration to Goethe’s Iphigenia in Tauris 1803

Pyladesand Oretesbrought as victims before Iphigenia by Benjamin West 1766

The Odyssey

Apotheosis of Homer Alexandria C3rd BC (Ptolemy 
IV), British Museum

Townley Homer, British Museum

Hamilton Apotheosis of Homer ↑ and 
Wedgwood Pegasus Vase 1786 →, British 
Museum

Roman Muse Mosaic 
with Calliope and Homer
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Homer and his Guide  by William-Adolphe 
Bouguereau 1874

Homer by Rembrandt c. 1660

C15th Odyssey

Telemachus’sRoute to 
Pylos and Sparta

Telemachus, Nestor and Polycaste

Helen Recognising Telemachus by Jean-Jacques Lagrenée

Menelaus and Proteus, 
engraving of 1574
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Odysseus with Calypso by Jan Styka1901
Odysseus and Athena at the meeting with Nausicaa, Attic red figure amphora from Vulci, c. 440 
BC, Staatliche Antikensammlungen, Munich

Odysseus at sea on a raft of amphoras Boetianblack figure skyphos found at Thebes C4th BC, 
Ashmolean Museum Pentathletes on a Black Figure Amphora
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Odysseus goaded into taking part 
in the games by Willy Pogany

The Adventures of Odysseus c. 1460

The Lotus Eaters by Willy 
Pogany

Odysseus with Polyphemus and escaping from the cave Roman oil lamps, Getty Museum

Odysseus and Polyphemus, Orcus Cave, Etruscan

Odysseus blinding 
Polyphemus early Attic vase, 
Eleusis
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Odysseus and Polyphemus, archaic or geometric, Argos

Odysseus and 
Polyphemus, British 
Museum

Odysseus and 
Polyphemus, British 
Museum

Polyphemus Group, SperlongaC1st AD

Odysseus escaping from Polyphemus black figure and Six technique pots, British Museum

Odysseus escaping from Polyphemus, 
bronze, British Museum
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Odysseus escaping 
from Polyphemus, 
Roman marble

Odysseus Deriding Polyphemus by Turner 1829

LaestrygoniansHurling Rocks at the Fleet of Odysseus Roman Mural
Odysseus’s men turned into animals by Circe receive the antidote

Circe and Odysseus’s men on White Ground Lekythos and Red Figure Calyx Crater, Met

Odysseus and Circe in Mediaeval 
Manuscript
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Circe by Angelica Kauffmann Circe Etruscan bronze mirror, the 
Met

Agamemnon, Tiresias and Ajax in the Underworld, Etruscan Orcus Tomb

Odysseus with 
Tiresias, Paris

Bronze Siren c. 700 BC, British Museum Sirens on Pyx from Corinth c. 600 BC, British Museum
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Odysseus and the Sirens, British Museum

Odysseus and the Sirens, Roman mosaic

Odysseus and the 
Sirens, mural from 
Pompeii, British 
Museum

Odysseus and the Sirens Roman sarcophagus C2nd AD

Odysseus and the Sirens, Museo Guarnacci

The Siren by Waterhouse c. 1900
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Scylla on a Bell 
Krater, Louvre

Scylla on a Terracotta Askos, the Met

Scylla on a Rython

Scylla on Terracotta Plaque, British Museum

Odysseus with Scylla, SperlongaC1st AD Odysseus with Scylla, SperlongaC1st AD
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Head of Odysseus from Scylla 
Group, SperlongaC1st AD

One of Odysseus’s 
companions from 
Scylla Group, 
SperlongaC1st AD, 
British Museum

One of Odysseus’s companions being eaten by ScyllaDetail of Scylla on one end of Roman marble urn

Scylla on C14th Capital

Odysseus with Scylla and 
Charybdis by Fuseli (NB pose 
based on the Borghese 
Gladiator)
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James Gillray1793

The CorryvreckanWhirlpool Scotland

Odysseus’s companions stealing the cattle of Helios by Pellegrino TibaldiC16th Departure of Odysseus from the Land of the Pheaciansby Claude 1646, Louvre
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Greek coin showing Hermes and Odysseus with his dog Argos

Odysseus in disguise 
recognised by Eurycleia

Odysseus and Penelope on a mirror

The Return of Odysseus by Pinturicchio 1509, National Gallery London

Athenian Skyphos c 440 BC found at 
Tarquinia, Berlin Museum, showing 
Odysseus killing Antinous
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6OfbgPSHaJ0

Odysseus and the Suitors

Slaughter of the Suitors, Louvre

The Suitors by 
Gustave Moreau 
1852-1853

The Aeneid 

Virgil reading the Aeneid to Augustus & Octavia by Jean-Joseph Taillasson1787, National Gallery

Virgil’s Georgics, Roman mosaic Aphrodite and Anchises bronze, British Museum
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Anchises and Ascanius escaping 
from Troy, British Museum

Flight from Troy, 
Vatican Virgil

Aeneas with Anchises and Ascanius fleeing from Troy, coin of AntoninusPius

Aeneas’s Route from Troy to Italy

Aeneas at Delos with AniusKing of Delos,  Anchises & Ascanius by Claude 1672 
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Aeneas Erects a Tomb to his 
Nurse, Caieta, and Flees the 
Country of Circe, the Met

Dido building Carthage, or the Rise of the Carthaginian Empire by Turner 1815, National Gallery

The Aeneid illustrated on Limoges enamel plaque c. 1530 (British Museum) based on 
engravings in Johann Gruninger’s 1502 edition incorporating central panel based on Raphael

Aeneas leaving Dido, Limoges 
enamel plaque, British 
Museum

Dido's suicide by Liberaleda Verona 1495, National Gallery

Roman mosaic of boxers
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Aeneas and Ascanius and the pigs, marble relief c. 140-150 AD found in Rome, British Museum
Aeneas and Turnus by Giordano 1688, Palazzo CorsiniFlorence
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